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F R O M T H E E D I T O R ' S D E S K 
Maria Serena I. D iokno 

o . We have expanded th is issue t o inc lude n e w fea tu res in response 

t o a r t i c les and reques ts f r o m readers . W e are i n t r o d u c i n g a 

series o n abstracts o f recen t g raduate theses ( " N e w Researches 

by Young Scho la rs " ) , s ta r t i ng w i t h t h o s e f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f Southeast 

As ian Studies at t h e UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA. T h a n k y o u , Shahar i l , f o r sending 

t h e m in. W e w e l c o m e o t h e r s f r o m d i f f e ren t d isc ip l ines and un ivers i t ies in 

t h e reg ion . C o n f e r e n c e s held in t h e reg ion are n o w regular ly f ea tu red in t h e 

Bu l le t in as we l l as lec tu res o f v is i t ing p ro fesso rs u n d e r t h e SEASREP p r o ­

g r a m . 

F r o m t h e p o i n t o f v i ew o f t h e SEASREP C o u n c i l , t w o recen t events have 

expanded o u r n e t w o r k o f scholars and ins t i tu t i ons in t h e r e g i o n . T h e f i rs t is 

t h e inc lus ion o f t h r e e m o r e univers i t ies in t h e M e m o r a n d u m o f U n d e r s t a n d ­

ing a m o n g Southeas t As ian univers i t ies f o r t he advancemen t o f Southeast 

Asian s tud ies .We w e l c o m e C H U L A L O N G K O R N UNIVERSITY, t h e N A T I O N A L UNIVER­

SITY OF MALAYSIA, and t h e A T E N E O DE M A N I L A UNIVERSITY and l o o k f o r w a r d t o 

w o r k i n g closely w i t h y o u . T h e second was t he recent ly conc luded con fe rence 

in Mani la o n Southeast Asia in the 20TH Century. I t invo lved a great deal o f w o r k 

b u t was we l l w o r t h t h e e f f o r t . W e thank all t h o s e w h o pa r t i c i pa ted and hope 

t h a t t he con fe rence resul ts in g rea te r co l labora t i ve research a m o n g scholars 

in t h e reg ion . 

A n o t h e r exc i t i ng d e v e l o p m e n t is in t h e p lann ing stage, th is t i m e f o r 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e s tuden ts o f un ivers i t ies in t h e M O U n e t w o r k . (As you k n o w , 

t h e SEASREP p r o g r a m appl ies t o g radua te s tuden ts and faculty.) In A p r i l 

n e x t year, w e h o p e t o p i l o t a " t r a v e l i n g " c l ass room in Tha i land w h i c h w i l l 

cons is t o f six s tuden ts each f r o m Tha i land , Malaysia, Indones ia and the Phi l­

ipp ines, w i t h o n e facu l ty m e m b e r pe r c o u n t r y . As the class size is l im i t ed , 

t h e g ran t w i l l be o p e n t o c o m p e t i t i o n . If successful , t h e c l ass room w i l l move 

t o a n o t h e r c o u n t r y t h e f o l l o w i n g year. 

In a sense, t he p r o j e c t w i l l f o rma l i ze ear l ie r in i t iat ives o f facul ty in some 

Southeas t As ian univers i t ies w h e r e pa r t o f t h e i r unde rg radua te courses o n 

Southeas t Asia are c o n d u c t e d ou ts ide t he c lass room even on an in fo rma l 

basis. Shahari l , f r o m t h e UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA'S D e p a r t m e n t o f Southeast Asian 

Studies, and M i r i a m C. Ferrer, o f t h e UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES Pol i t ical 

Science D e p a r t m e n t , have t r i e d th is o u t w i t h t h e i r classes. 

T h e SEASREP program's " t r ave l i ng " c l ass room, t h e r e f o r e , aims t o enr ich 

ex is t ing unde rg radua te courses o n Southeas t Asia by p rov id i ng f i r s t -hand 

e x p o s u r e t o t he region's cu l t u re , h i s t o r y and c o n t e m p o r a r y real i ty ; enable 

Southeas t As ian s tuden ts t o i n te rac t w i t h and learn f r o m o n e a n o t h e r ; at­

t r a c t unde rg radua te s tuden ts t o Southeast Asian studies (language t ra in ing 

a n d / o r pos tg radua te s tud ies) ; and serve as t h e basis f o r f u t u r e n e t w o r k i n g in 

t h e r e g i o n . A l t h o u g h t h e c o u r s e is n o t g r a d e d , s t u d e n t s a re e x p e c t e d t o 

d o t h e readings and fulf i l o t h e r r e q u i r e m e n t s t h a t t he facul ty handl ing t he 

class m igh t impose . Expec t m o r e news o n this in o u r n e x t issue.® 
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Three New Members of 
the MOU Network 
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Wi e n t h e UNIVERSITIES OF MALAYA, I N D O ­

NESIA, G A D J A H M A D A . T H A M M A S A T and t h e 

PHILIPPINES c o n c l u d e d t h e t h r e e - y e a r 

AGREEMENT FOR A C A D E M I C E X C H A N G E A N D C O O P E R A ­

T I O N in Kuala Lumpur , Malaysia o n 4 March 1 9 9 6 , 

all w e r e o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t t h e f u t u r e o f Southeas t 

As ian s tud ies in t h e reg ion . W i t h t h e A g r e e m e n t 

o r t h e " M O U " ( s h o r t f o r M e m o r a n d u m o f U n ­

ders tand ing ) , as i t is usually r e f e r r e d t o by t h e 

m e m b e r - u n i v e r s i t i e s , serv ing as t h e b l u e p r i n t f o r 

Southeas t As ian studies, t h e representa t ives o f t he 

f ive un ivers i t ies a n n o u n c e d t h a t a n e w e ra f o r 

c o o p e r a t i o n and exchange a m o n g h igher educa­

t i ona l i ns t i t u t i ons in t h e reg ion had begun. 

W h i l e t h e s ignator ies w e r e bul l ish a b o u t t h e 

p rospec t s o f Sou theas t As ian studies in t he re ­

g ion , t hey also acknow ledged t he i r mu tua l r espon ­

sibi l i ty in real izing t he ob ject ives o f t he A g r e e m e n t . 

As o n e o f t h e represen ta t i ves o f t h e M O U un i ­

vers i t ies said back t h e n , " T h e real w o r k begins in 

o u r respec t ive campuses, w h e n t h e f i r s t ba tch o f 

exchange faculty, s tuden ts and staff ar r ives." H e 

added , " T h e bigger respons ib i l i t y lies in o u r un i ­

vers i t ies t o u n d e r t a k e all measures in s u p p o r t o f 

and cons i s t en t w i t h o u r c o m m o n goa l . "Thus was 

t h e t o n e set f o r t h e real and bigger tasks ahead. 

W i t h t h e signing o f t h e expanded M O U in 

Tha i l and o n 1 9 N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 7 by t h r e e n e w 

m e m b e r s — A T E N E O DE M A N I L A U N I V E R S I T Y , 

C H U L A L O N G K O R N U N I V E R S I T Y a n d U N I V E R S I T I 

K E B A N G S A A N MALAYSIA — t h e e f fo r t s o f t h e f ive 

o r ig ina l m e m b e r s had b o r n e f r u i t . T h e a g r e e m e n t 

was signed at t h e Sanya D h a m m a s a k C o n f e r e n c e 

R o o m , T H A M M A S A T UNIVERSITY in Bangkok , t i m e d 

w i t h t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e SOUTHEAST A S I A N STUDIES 

R E G I O N A L E X C H A N G E PROGRAM (SEASREP) C o u n c i l 

and t h e M O U liaison o f f icers . 

A resu l t o f t h e pa ins tak ing e f f o r t s o f t h e 

SEASREP C o u n c i l t o ins t i t u t i ona l i ze reg ional ex ­

change in Sou theas t As ian studies, 

t h e M O U prov ides f o r t h e f o l l o w ­

ing f o r m s o f c o o p e r a t i o n and ex­

c h a n g e a m o n g t h e e i g h t 

m e m b e r - u n i v e r s i t i e s : t h e exchange 

and t r a i n i ng o f faculty, s tuden ts and 

staff; language t ra in ing ; pos t -g radu ­

ate s tudy; t h e exchange o f publ ished 

academic mate r ia ls ;and regional and 

o t h e r con fe rences f o r t he p u r p o s e 

o f p r o m o t i n g Southeas t Asian s tud ­

ies. 

Rep resen t i ng t h e t h r e e univer­

s i t i e s w e r e D R . M A R I A A S S U N T A 

C U Y E G K E N G , A c t i n g D e a n o f t h e 

Schoo l o f A r t s and Sciences, A T E N E O 

DE M A N I L A UNIVERSITY; PROF. D R . T H I E N 

C H A Y K I R A N A N D A N A , P r e s i d e n t , 

C H U L A L O N G K O R N UNIVERSITY; and PROF. 

D R . M O H D . S A L L E H M O H D . Y A S S I N , 

D e p u t y V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r f o r A c a ­

demic Af fa i rs , UNIVERSITI KEBANGSAAN 

M A L A Y S I A . T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e 

SEASREP C o u n c i l , t h e l iaison of f ic­

ers o f t h e five or ig ina l s igna to ry -un i ­

v e r s i t i e s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e 

Toyo ta and Japan Founda t ions and 

t h e Japan C u l t u r a l C e n t e r Bangkok, 

rep resen ta t i ves o f t he var ious SEA 

embass ies in Bangkok , facu l ty and 

graduate s tudents o f THAMMASAT U N I ­

VERSITY and t h e SEASREP Secretar ia t 

w i t nessed t h e signing o f t h e agree­

m e n t . 

In his w e l c o m e address, PROF. 

N O R A N I T S E T A B U T R , R e c t o r o f 

T H A M M A S A T UNIVERSITY, t h e hos t ins t i ­

t u t i o n f o r t h e signing c e r e m o n i e s , 

hai led t h e expans ion o f t he M O U 

n e t w o r k as a g r o u n d b r e a k i n g even t 



f o r Sou theas t As ian s tud ies in t he 

reg ion . " N e v e r b e f o r e in t h e deve l ­

o p m e n t o f h igher educa t i on in o u r 

reg ion have f ive, and n o w eight , un i ­

vers i t ies made t h e dec is ion t o de­

v e l o p a c a d e m i c c o o p e r a t i o n at a 

reg ional level w i t h t he ob jec t i ve o f 

p r o m o t i n g Sou theas t As ian Studies 

t ha t v i e w Sou theas t Asia i tself as a 

reg ion , " emphas ized PROF. N O R A N I T . 

H e added t h a t t h e eve o f t h e 2 1 S T 

c e n t u r y was an o p p o r t u n e j u n c t u r e 

f o r un ivers i t ies in Sou theas t Asia t o 

l o o k and t h i n k east, instead o f l o o k ­

ing and t h i n k i n g west as was d o n e in 

t h e past. 

A l t h o u g h he v i e w e d t h e M O U 

expans ion as an i m p o r t a n t s tep, if 

n o t a leap f o r w a r d , t o w a r d s g rea te r 

e x c h a n g e and c o o p e r a t i o n , PROF. 

N O R A N I T was qu ick t o cau t ion t he 

member -un i ve rs i t i es against comp la -

c e n c y . ' T h e deepen ing o f t h e c o o p ­

e r a t i o n m u s t also be o n t h e agenda 

o f act iv i t ies in t h e years t o c o m e , " 

he said. In th is c o n n e c t i o n , he ac­

k n o w l e d g e d t h e s u p p o r t g iven by 

SEASREP's p a r t n e r s — t h e T O Y O T A 

F O U N D A T I O N and t h e JAPAN F O U N D A ­

T I O N A S I A C E N T E R — in p r o m o t i n g 

academic reg iona l exchange. 

D R . C U Y E G K E N G v i e w e d t h e 

M O U n e t w o r k as an ef fect ive b r idge 

b e t w e e n t h e P h i l i p p i n e s a n d i ts 

Southeast Asian ne ighbors , especially 

in e d u c a t i o n . Even as t h e a g r e e m e n t 

l inks t h e u n i v e r s i t i e s t o g e t h e r by 

f a c i l i t a t i n g c u l t u r a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

and exchange , t h e n e t w o r k w i l l on ly 

succeed w h e n t h e r e are peop le w h o 

b r e a t h e l i f e i n t o i t . F o r D R . 

C U Y E G K E N G , t h e r e f o r e , t h e chal lenge 

is t o a c t i v e l y n o u r i s h t h e 

re la t i onsh ip . 
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For t h e i r pa r t , PROF. D R . M O H D . 

SALLEH and PROF. D R . K I R A N A N D A N A 

h o p e t h a t t h e M O U w i l l f u r t h e r fos­

t e r t he t ies tha t a l ready ex is t a m o n g 

t h e c o u n t r i e s o f Southeas t Asia. In 

pa r t i cu la r . PROF. D R . M O H D . SALLEH 

c o m m e n d e d t he t ime l iness and sig­

ni f icance o f t h e M O U expans ion . " I n 

th is era o f a seemingly bo rde r l ess 

w o r l d , and w i t h t h e adven t o f ad­

vanced t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s t e c h ­

n o l o g i e s , i t is o b v i o u s t h a t 

c o o p e r a t i o n b e t w e e n ins t i t u t i ons o f 

h igher learn ing b e c o m e s m o r e per­

t i nen t and relevant, especially so w i t h 

regards t o exchange o f i n f o r m a t i o n 

and k n o w l e d g e , " he o b s e r v e d . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e n e w 

member -un i ve r s i t i e s exchanged t o ­

kens o f f r i endsh ip and so l ida r i t y af­

t e r t h e s ign ing . A f t e r w a r d s , t h e y 

j o i ned t he guests and o t h e r pa r t i c i ­

pants at t h e Pr idee G r o u n d f o r t h e 

t r e e - p l a n t i n g c e r e m o n y . T h e h a r d 

w o r k has begun.<8> 

Marlon A. Wui, research associate, 

Third World Studies Center 



D R . M A R I A SERENA I. D I O K N O , 

conference chair and member, SEASREP Council 
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Requiem of Domination 
SEA in the 

Three years ago in August, 
while meeting in Bandung, Indo­
nesia, when the rupiah had a few 
hundred percent more value than 
it does today, a smal l g r o u p o f Southeas t 

Asians d r e a m e d up a plan t o b r i ng t o g e t h e r scho l ­

ars f r o m t h e reg ion w h o w o u l d r ev i ew t h e deve l ­

o p m e n t o f Sou theas t Asia in t h e p r e s e n t cen tu ry . 

T h e idea c r o p p e d up, typical ly, in an a f t e r -mee t i ng 

session o f t h e SEASREP C o u n c i l , w h e n w e had 

ach ieved w h a t w e set o u t t o d o and w e r e m o r e 

re laxed , m o r e o p e n t o ideas t h a t at f i r s t glance 

appeared fa r - fe tched . 

T h r e e years and a ser ies o f drast ic cu r rency 

devaluat ions later, t he far - fe tched plan became real. 

O n 2 8 - 3 0 January 1998, t he UNIVERSITY OF THE PHIL­

IPPINES a t D i l iman h o s t e d t he i n te rna t i ona l confer ­

ence o n Southeast Asia in the 20TH Century. T h e 

or ig ina l t h e m e o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e panned o u t i n t o 

six genera l t h e m e s and e igh teen sub - t hemes . A 

survey o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e papers s h o w s a w i d e 

range o f top i cs t h a t vee red away f r o m the o r i g i ­

nal t h r u s t as conce i ved by the h i s t o r i ca l l y -m inded 

d r e a m e r s o f Bandung. Bu t th is d e v e l o p m e n t was 

a heal thy o n e f o r t h e range o f papers ref lects t he 

b r e a d t h and d ive rs i t y o f scho la rsh ip in t h e re ­

gion. 

T h e SEASREP C o u n c i l had o t h e r agenda in 

d r e a m i n g up t h e c o n f e r e n c e . O n e was tha t apa r t 

f r o m mak ing n e w f r i ends , c o m m o n research in ­

te res t s w o u l d e m e r g e in t he c o u r s e o f t h e dis­

cuss ions w h i c h Sou theas t As ian scho lars c o u l d 

j o i n t l y p u r s u e . T h e bes t way t o advance S o u t h ­

east Asian studies in t he reg ion ,a f te r all, is t h r o u g h 

co l l abo ra t i ve researches and con fe rences such as 

t h a t in Man i l a .The o t h e r agenda was t o o f fe r t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e as a means by w h i c h Sou theas t As ian 

scho lars c o u l d a r t i cu l a te t h e i r o w n v iews o n w h o 

and w h a t w e a re , t h e th ings t h a t d r i ve us apa r t 

and b r i ng us t o g e t h e r , t h e struggles w e have waged, 

l os t o r w o n o v e r t h e years, t h e m e t a p h o r s w e 

use t o desc r ibe ourse lves , and so o n . F r o m the 

e c o n o m i c m i rac le t h a t appears t o have t u r n e d 

sour, t o var ious i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f cu l tu re and per­

cep t i ons o f ou rse lves , t h e con fe rence was t o take 

us t h r o u g h a j o u r n e y o f d i f fe ren t aspects o f Sou th ­

east As ian life past and p resen t . 

T h e cu r rency crisis was perhaps n o t the mos t 

o p p o r t u n e t i m e t o h o l d an in te rna t i ona l confer­

ence in Mani la. C o s t s t h a t w e r e es t ima ted a year 

ear l ie r at t he go ing ra te o f 26 pesos t o t he US 

dol lar, had pract ica l ly d o u b l e d as t h e January 1998 

con fe rence neared . W o r s e , t he g ran t funds w e r e 

r e m i t t e d in Phi l ipp ine cu r rency . T h e P40 :$ l ex ­

change tha t ended 1997 and w e l c o m e d the n e w 

year thus became a l iv ing n igh tmare b o t h on o u r 

end , as c o n f e r e n c e o rgan ize rs , and on the p a r t o f 

scholars w h o rece ived t rave l grants in o r d e r t o 

read t h e i r papers. T h e Indones ian case was the 

hardes t o f all. T h e r e t h e local bank changed t he 

dol lars sen t f r o m Mani la i n t o rup iah , w h i c h t he 

rec ip ien t t h e n w i t h d r e w in o r d e r t o buy back t h e 

do l lars at a h igher r a te . 

B u t in a n o t h e r , pe rhaps i r o n i c sense, t h e 

regional crisis was an a p p r o p r i a t e backd rop f o r 

t h e January 1998 c o n f e r e n c e . Apart from 
making us reflect anew on the 
more fundamental questions 
underpinning the crisis, the crisis 
itself is unwitting proof of how 
intertwined the Southeast Asian 
region I S . H e n c e t h e con fe rence opened w i t h 

J O M O ' S q u e r y , Can Tigers Become Dragons? 

Interrogating the Banks' Gaze on the Region. Aga ins t 

t he W o r l d Bank's p o r t r a y a l o f t h e mid -80s as a 

pe r i od o f e c o n o m i c l iberal izat ion and deregu la t ion, 

leading t o S o u t h e a s t Asia's rap id g r o w t h , J O M O 

S U N D A R A M ( U N I V E R S I T Y OF M A L A Y A ) a rgues t h a t 

" s o m e , m o r e p r i v a t e s e c t o r - o r i e n t e d r e -

regula t ion and n e w regu la t ion , m o r e a p p r o p r i a t e 

t o t h e n e w i n d u s t r i a l and t e c h n o l o g y p o l i c y 

p r i o r i t i e s o f t h e Sou th East As ian g o v e r n m e n t s . 



Celebration of 
20 t h Century 

par t i cu la r l y o f Malaysia, Tha i l and , S ingapore and 

Indones ia " d id , in fact, take p lace, t h e r e b y causing 

some o f t h e region's g r o w t h . 

W h i l e t h e East As ian dragons have been de ­

p ic ted as " v i r t ua l l y myth ica l c rea tu res imposs ib le 

t o emu la te o r even learn f r o m , " J O M O po in t s o u t 

tha t the " p a p e r t i ge rs " o f Southeas t Asia have been 

p u t on pub l ic display w i t h o u t fu l ly a c k n o w l e d g i n g 

t h e i r weaknesses w h i c h t h e f inancial cr isis has u n ­

d e r s c o r e d . T h u s a l t hough Sou theas t As ian t igers 

have made s o m e ach ievemen ts , t hey d o n o t s tand 

as mode ls especial ly w h e n c o m p a r e d t o t h e East 

As ian d r a g o n s . J O M O conc ludes t h a t unless S o u t h ­

east As ian c o u n t r i e s " d e v e l o p t h e i r o w n indus­

t r ia l , techno log ica l and human resou rce capabil i t ies 

t o sustain d e v e l o p m e n t , t hey r u n t h e r isk o f be­

ing pe rpe tua l l y d e p e n d e n t , w i t h all its u n f o r t u ­

nate imp l i ca t ions . " 

T h e r isk o f d e p e n d e n c e is appa ren t in t h e 

sc ience and t e c h n o l o g y sec to r . R O G E R POSADAS 

(UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES), in his paper, The 

Scientific andTechnological Development of Southeast 

Asia in the 20TH Century, adop ts BASALLA'S t h r e e -

stage m o d e l o f sc ient i f ic d e v e l o p m e n t - t h e stage 

o f " n a t u r a l i s t " s c i ence , " c o l o n i a l " sc ience and 

" i n d e p e n d e n t " sc ience - in o r d e r t o h igh l ight t h e 

last as t h e goal o f sc ient is ts in t h e reg ion today. 

For Sou theas t As ian sc ient is ts t o pa r t i c i pa te in 

t h e arena o f w o r l d sc ience, POSADAS mainta ins they 

m u s t bu i ld "a se l f - re l iant , se l f -susta in ing na t iona l 

scient i f ic c o m m u n i t y w h i c h c o n t i n u e s t o i n t e r a c t 

w i t h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l sc ient i f ic c o m m u n i t y b u t 

w h i c h can n o w s t a r t and p u r s u e its o w n nat iona l 

research d i r ec t i ons , educa te its f u t u r e sc ient is ts 

o n i ts o w n , m a k e s i g n i f i c a n t a n d s u b s t a n t i a l 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o w o r l d sc ience. " U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

h o w e v e r , c u r r e n t i n d i c a t o r s o f t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

c o m p e t e n c e (e.g. w o r l d share o f Sou theas t As ian 

pa ten ts , n u m b e r o f R & D sc ient is ts and eng ineers 

per mi l l ion popu la t i on ,g ross nat ional expend i t u res 

o n R & D as percentage o f gross d o m e s t i c p r o d u c t ) 

Struggle: 

suggest t h a t Sou theas t As ian c o u n t r i e s have n o t 

o b t a i n e d techno log i ca l i ndependence . 

Indeed , f r o m t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f Sou theas t 

As ian c u l t u r e , t h e 2 0 T H c e n t u r y is, in t he w o r d s 

of W A Z I R K A R I M (UNIVERSITI SAINS M A L A Y S I A ) , ' ^ re ­

q u i e m o f a cen tu ry ' s s t rugg le against d o m i n a t i o n 

by big p o w e r s and players u n c o n c e r n e d w i t h its 

[ S o u t h e a s t As ia 's ] o r i g i na l q u e s t f o r a u t o n o m y 

and equal i ty ." In he r paper t i t l e d Culture as an 

Interpretation of Destiny, W A Z I R suggests t h a t t h e 

se l f - red iscovery o f Sou theas t As ian c u l t u r e can 

on ly take place if Southeas t Asia " rees tab l i shes its 

un ique cha rac te r o f upho ld i ng a u t o n o m y by e n ­

t r u s t i n g peop le t o k n o w , t h i nk , c r i t i c i ze and ac t 

u p o n f undamen ta l issues o f soc ie ta l t r a n s f o r m a ­

t i o n and d e v e l o p m e n t . " W A Z I R con t i nues : " I f t h e 

g l o b a l c u l t u r e o f t h e n e w 

m i l l en ium w i l l c o n v e r t S o u t h ­

east Asia i n t o a play s ta t ion o f 

t h e latest adven tu re on p r o f i ­

t e e r i n g , by invading ga l lop ing 

t r i bes o f t h e n e w age w h e r e 

G o d is m o n e y and sovereignty, 

a p o o r excuse f o r c i t izensh ip , 

t h e n it is left to the 
Southeast Asian 
people themselves 
to develop their own indigenous 
strategies of survival which may 
inspire more self-confidence t han 

w h a t m o d e r n democrac ies may have t o o f fe r t o 

Sou theas t Asia's f u t u r e . " 

T h e emphas is o n i nd igenous app roaches t o 

t o d a y ' s p r o b l e m s w a s e c h o e d by D A R U N E E 

T A N T I W I R A M A N O N D ( W O M E N ' S A C T I O N A N D 

R E S E A R C H I N I T I A T I V E , T h a i l a n d ) . E n t i t l e d The 

Growth of Women's Collective Efforts in Southeast 

Asia, h e r p a p e r e x a m i n e s t h e i m p a c t o f t h e 

c h a n g i n g e c o n o m i c and p o l i t i c a l c o n t e x t s o f 

S o u t h e a s t A s i a o n t h e r o l e s a n d s t a t u s o f 

w o m e n . As m o d e r n i z a t i o n b r o u g h t a b o u t g rea te r 



c o m p l e x i t y in Sou theas t As ian soc ie t ies , i t also 

q u i c k e n e d t h e process by w h i c h w o m e n carved 

o u t space f o r t h e a r t i c u l a t i o n o f t h e i r v iews and 

c o n c e r n s . Today w o m e n N G O s run by w o m e n 

play a s igni f icant ro le in address ing these issues. 

A r g u i n g o n behal f o f ind igenous Sou theas t Asian 

approaches t o w o m e n ' s issues, D A R U N E E says t h e r e 

" is h o p e t h a t by bu i ld ing t he e m p o w e r m e n t o f 

w o m e n o n t h e s t reng th o f local values, Sou theas t 

As ian w o m e n may r e c o v e r t h e i r t r ad i t i ona l high 

s t a t u s , a n d t h a t t h e y w i l l p lay i n c r e a s i n g l y 

i m p o r t a n t ro les in t h e c o m i n g cen tu ry . " 

T h e i n s i s t e n c e o n i n d i g e n o u s 

w a y s o f d e a l i n g w i t h S o u t h e a s t 

A s i a ' s p r o b l e m s a r i s e s f r o m t h e 

p r e m i s e t h a t t h e p e o p l e ' s n e e d s 

m u s t b e m e t . SIDA SONSRI (THAMMASAT U N I ­

VERSITY) examines h o w deco lon i za t i on p r o d u c e d 

var ied o u t c o m e s in t h e reg ion : m i l i t a ry ru le (Tha i ­

land at va r ious t imes , Bu rma , Indones ia) , c o m m u ­

n ism ( V i e t n a m , Laos, C a m b o d i a ) , a u t h o r i t a r i a n 

g o v e r n m e n t (Malaysia, Singapore), and e lec tora l de­

m o c r a c y (Phi l ipp ines) . In he r paper, 

Politics, the State and Civil Society, SIDA 

mainta ins t h a t in d e m o c r a t i z i n g po ­

litical and social ins t i tu t ions and p r o ­

cesses, a m a j o r c o n c e r n is h o w t o 

c u r b state p o w e r so tha t officials 

are answerab le t o t he p e o p l e . " T h e 

key ques t i on is n o t w h e t h e r po l i t i ­

cal changes m a t c h w e s t e r n s tan­

dards , " S IDA st resses, " b u t r a t h e r 

w h e t h e r these changes w i l l satisfy 

d o m e s t i c demands and needs." 

T h e last o v e r v i e w paper, PERSPECTIVES O N THE 

STUDY OF SOUTHEAST A S I A , " was p r e s e n t e d by D R . 

R E Y N A L D O ILETO ( A U S T R A L I A N N A T I O N A L UNIVERSITY) . 

ILETO reexam ines n o t i o n s a b o u t Sou theas t Asian 

h i s t o r y as w r i t t e n by W e s t e r n and Southeast Asian 

scho lars . A s s e r t i n g t h e need t o veer away f r o m 

E u r o c e n t r i s m and displace t r a d i t i o n a l , o r i en ta l i s t 

n o t i o n s o f Sou theas t As ian h i s t o r y and soc ie t ies , 

he w a r n s against " t h e fo l ly o f t h i n k i n g in linear, 

i nc remen ta l ,and deve lopmenta l t e rms . " ILETO ends: 

" I t 's a p i t y t h a t m o d e r n Sou theas t As ian h i s t o r y 

always has t o s t a r t w i t h t h e voices o f K A R T I N I , R IZAL 

and C H U L A L O N G K O R N , f o r w h o m the 2 0 T H c e n t u r y 

w o u l d usher in t h e end o f h i s t o r y : p rogress , e n ­

l i g h t e n m e n t and t h e l ike. K n o w i n g w h a t t h e 2 0 T H 

c e n t u r y has really m e a n t f o r us, i t makes sense 

f o r an a l te rna t i ve h i s t o r y t o also replay t h e voices 

of SURONTIKO S A M I N and FELIPE SALVADOR, and the 

f o r e s t m o n k s o f Siam and Myanmar , f o r w h o m 

t h e 20TH c e n t u r y was the age o f helplessness and 

d e s t r u c t i o n . " 

D ragons and t igers; S O n g S o f m o u r n ­

i n g i n a c e n t u r y o f d o m i n a t i o n a n d 

v i c t o r y h y m n s i n t h e c o u r s e o f 

S t r u g g l e ; progress f o r s o m e , d e s t r u c t i o n f o r 

o t h e r s ; f o re i gn s tandards and d o m e s t i c needs; 

w e s t e r n pa rad igms , i n d i g e n o u s pe rspec t i ves -

these w e r e s o m e o f t h e paradoxes used by the 

synopt ic paper readers t o descr ibe the c e n t u r y 

w e are a b o u t t o leave beh ind . 

T h e c o n f e r e n c e ran f o r t h r e e days. A p a r t 

f r o m the six o v e r v i e w papers , 65 o t h e r s w e r e 

read. D e s p i t e t h e c u r r e n c y cr is is (and t h e fact 

t ha t t h e ga the r ing t o o k place du r i ng the t ime o f 

Ramadan) , t h e c o n f e r e n c e was successful in at­

t r a c t i n g a large n u m b e r o f Sou theas t Asian schol ­

ars. O f t he 93 p a r t i c i p a n t s , 68 came f r o m the 

r e g i o n . A c o n s i d e r a b l e n u m b e r o f t h e m w e r e 

y o u n g and f o r a g o o d number , t o o , the confer­

ence in Mani la was t h e i r f i r s t fo re ign con fe rence . 

M o s t of all, t h e con fe rence p rov i ded an o p ­

p o r t u n i t y f o r scho lars t o m e e t and fo rge n e w 

l inkages . In t h e f ina l c o n f e r e n c e sess ion , t h e 

SEASREP grants p r o g r a m was discussed in o r d e r 

t o encou rage t he Sou theas t As ian par t i c ipan ts t o 

engage each o t h e r in co l l abo ra t i ve research. Sev­

eral ideas w e r e raised d u r i n g t ha t d iscuss ion; f o r 

e x a m p l e , t h e need f o r a d i r e c t o r y o f scholars in 

the reg ion , f o r m o r e w o r k s h o p s across b o u n d ­

ar ies in o r d e r t o e n c o u r a g e c o l l a b o r a t i o n , f o r 

m o r e un ivers i t ies t o jo in t he ex is t ing n e t w o r k o f 

un ivers i t ies ( C a m b o d i a and V i e t n a m are pa r t i cu ­

larly keen on jo in ing in) , f o r t rans la t ions i n t o En­

glish o f pub l i ca t ions in ind igenous languages, and 

so o n . 

A l l t h e s e p r o p o s a l s p o i n t t o a 

f e l t a s p i r a t i o n a m o n g S o u t h e a s t 

A s i a n s c h o l a r s t o t a k e p a r t i n t h e 

O t h e r ' s d i s c o u r s e ; t o go b e y o n d o w n 

c o u n t r y spec ia l izat ion and cross t h e b o r d e r i n to 

a n o t h e r Sou theas t As ian c o u n t r y o r cu l t u re ; and 

— continued on page 25 — 
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A f t e r t h e p h e n o m e n a l n u m b e r o f 

panels o n Sou theas t Asia a t t h e A S ­

SOCIATION F O R A S I A N STUDIES m e e t i n g 

in Hawa i i in 1996, t h e n u m b e r in 

1997 decreased a l i t t l e , b o t h f o r 

ind iv idual c o u n t r i e s and c o m p a r a ­

t ive top i cs . B u t t h e p resence o f fe l ­

l o w S o u t h e a s t A s i a n i s t s w a s as 

w a r m as i t has always been . L o o k i n g 

at t h e t o p i c s , o n e can recogn ize t h e 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f s tud ies o n i d e n t i t i e s 

(changes, f o r m u l a t i o n , d y n a m i s m , and hy-

b r i d i t y o r n e g o t i a t i o n o f iden t i t i es ) , w h i c h have 

been t h e t r e n d in t h e human i t i es and social sci­

ences in r e c e n t years. C o m i n g a r o u n d t h e c o r n e r 

o f scho la r l y agenda are s tud ies o f t h e g loba l / loca l 

p rocesses , and ones o n m e m o r y ( ind iv idual and 

co l l ec t i ve , h i s to r i ca l and t r a u m a t i c ) in re la t i on t o 

po l i t i cs , i den t i t i es , and so o n . A t t h e March 1997 

annual A A S m e e t i n g , none the less , a n u m b e r o f 

sessions addressed t h e s i t ua t i on o f area studies 

in t h e US. 

T h e a t tack and d o u b t o n t h e ra t i ona l i t y o f 

area s tud ies in r e c e n t years came f r o m d i f f e ren t 

sources and f o r va r ious reasons. F i rs t o f all, t h e 

q u e s t i o n was w h e t h e r area s tud ies , w h i c h o r i g i ­

nally was t h e p r o d u c t o f t h e C o l d W a r era, a re 

the bes t app roach f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l s tudies in t h e 

pos t C o l d W a r e ra . Secondly, t h e d isc ip l inary p r o ­

fessionals in t h e social sc iences, especial ly po l i t i ­

cal sc ient is ts , soc io log is ts and e c o n o m i s t s , a rgued 

t h a t area k n o w l e d g e is second ra te since i t is n o t 

universa l o r t h e o r e t i c a l e n o u g h . I t is l im i t ed , t o o 

p a r t i c u l a r and n o t sc ien t i f i c . Th i s a t t ack was a 

s y m p t o m o f t h e s t r o n g e r d isc ip l inary p ro fess i on ­

a l ism, pa r t l y due t o t h e changing c o n d i t i o n s and 

in tense c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h i n US h igher educa t i on 

w h i c h I w i l l n o t e l abo ra te u p o n he re . Th i rd l y , a 

m a j o r in te l lec tua l c r i t i c i sm also came f r o m w i t h i n 

t h e h u m a n i t i e s and soc ia l sc iences w h i c h was 

r o o t e d in and sympathe t i c t o area s tud-

ies.The cr i t iques chal lenged the ways 

I w e t h i n k a b o u t areas and geogra-

» phy as un i ts o f s tudy since all geo-

jp graphic de f i n i t i ons l ike na t ions and 

3 regions are a rb i t r a r y and have the i r 

g r o o t s e i t h e r in co lon ia l i sm o r t h e 

f C o l d W a r . O n t h e o t h e r hand, t h e 

c u r r e n t g loba l iz ing w o r l d defies t he 

c o n v e n t i o n a l g e o g r a p h i c a l u n i t s . 

K n o w l e d g e o f t h e t r a n s n a t i o n a l , 

t r ans reg iona l and g lobal issues has thus 

b e c o m e increasingly i m p o r t a n t . 

A t t h e A A S annual m e e t i n g in March 1997, 

the President ia l F o r u m fea tu red f ive scholars w h o 

spoke o n The Future of Asian Studies.The panel ists 

o f fe red a range o f o p i n i o n s f r o m t h e c o u n t e r at­

tack o n t h e " r a t i o n a l c h o i c e " t h e o r i s t , and c r i t i ­

c i s m o n t h e p o l i t i c s o f f u n d i n g , t o s e v e r a l 

suggest ions on h o w area studies need t o adjust 

in o r d e r t o r e s p o n d t o t h e n e w s i tua t ions . (For 

detai ls o f t he d iscuss ion, see Asian Studies News­

letter, 43 , 3, s u m m e r 1997.) 

T h e SOUTHEAST A S I A C O U N C I L (SEAC) also or ­

ganized a panel fea tu r ing t h r e e papers w h i c h w e r e 

cons ide red examples o f t heo re t i ca l l y i n f o r m e d , 

area-based k n o w l e d g e . JULIANE SCHOBER, A R I Z O N A 

STATE UNIVERSITY, p resen ted h e r s tudy o n the c o n ­

tes t ing Buddh ism o f diverse pol i t ica l forces in c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y B u r m a , all o f w h i c h w e r e shaped by 

b o t h domes t i c and t ransnat iona l pol i t ics. H e r e glo­

bal / local po l i t i cs af fected g loba l / loca l Buddh i sm, 

and vice versa. K E N GEORGE, UNIVERSITY OF O R E G O N , 

w r o t e a paper o n t h e i n t e r c o n n e c t e d n e s s o f t h e 

m a r k e t f o r m o d e r n a r ts in Indones ia , t o u r i s m , t h e 

g lobal a r t m a r k e t , and t h e local a r t i s t s . T h e signa­

t u r e o f t h e a r t i s ts has b e c o m e a c o m m o d i t y be­

yond t he i r c o n t r o l ; so, t o o , t he au then t i c i t y o f t he i r 

a r t w o r k s . LAURIE SEARS, UNIVERSITY OF W A S H I N G -



T O N , a t t e m p t e d a t h e o r e t i c a l p iece o n p o s t c o l o ­

nial ism in 2 0 T H c e n t u r y Indones ia as re f lec ted and 

p r o d u c e d by t h e novels o f a D u t c h female w r i t e r , 

M A R I A D E R M O U T . Desp i t e di f ferences in approaches, 

sty les, sub jec ts , and m e t h o d s , t h e t h r e e papers 

a t t e m p t e d t o i l l us t ra te s tud ies by area special ists 

t h a t engaged in, and c o n t r i b u t e t o , t he t h e o r e t i ­

cal and top ica l issues far b e y o n d t h e i r area cases. 

A l l t h r e e scholars are c o m m i t t e d t o t h e studies 

o f pa r t i cu l a r c o u n t r i e s , ye t have o p e n e d t h e m ­

selves t o d ia logue w i t h t he global aspects o f scho l ­

a rsh ip . 

In r e c e n t years, t h e r e have been responses 

f r o m t h e area s tud ies c o m m u n i t y t o th is deba te . 

F O R D F O U N D A T I O N c o n f i r m e d its c o m m i t m e n t t o 

area studies and s u p p o r t e d any necessary changes. 

In ear ly 1997, F O R D a n n o u n c e d a n e w in i t ia t ive t o 

s u p p o r t t h e e f f o r t s in Revitalizing Area Studies, 

encou rag ing A m e r i c a n un ivers i t ies t o seek i n n o ­

va t i ons in area p r o g r a m s . Playing a leading ro le in 

th is deba te , t h e SOCIAL SCIENCES RESEARCH C O U N C I L 

(SSRC), t h e m a j o r s p o n s o r o f area s tud ies, de ­

c ided t o r e s t r u c t u r e itself, abo l ish ing its decades 

o l d area c o m m i t t e e s and c rea t ing several top ica l 

adv i so ry c o m m i t t e e s , each w i t h special ists on d i ­

verse areas (see several issues o f Items, t he n e w s ­

le t te r o f t he SSRC dur ing 1994 -97 ) . Recons ider ing 

t h e many aspects o f area studies in t he f u t u r e , 

inc lud ing k n o w l e d g e p r o d u c t i o n , basic and appl ied 

research , s igni f icance o f languages, ro les o f n e w 

techno logy , and o t h e r s , t he SSRC reached a gen­

era l consensus o n a pos i t i ve n o t e t ha t area s t ud ­

ies rema in s igni f icant and v i ta l , b u t m u s t r e s p o n d 

t o a new, chal lenging f u t u r e in and ou ts ide t h e 

academia. (Items, J u n e - S e p t 1997.) 

D e s p i t e its o r ig in in t h e C o l d W a r and its 

h i s t o r i c a l serv ices in t h e US g o v e r n m e n t , area 

s tud ies in t h e US in genera l and Southeas t As ian 

s tud ies in p a r t i c u l a r have been i n d e p e n d e n t o f 

and c r i t i ca l t o w a r d t h e US g o v e r n m e n t as we l l . 

Since t h e 1960s, research and k n o w l e d g e in area 

s tud ies have been even m o r e cr i t ica l o f US pol icy. 

In s o m e ways, area s tud ies have even he lped es­

tabl ish f r u i t f u l re la t ionsh ips w i t h col leagues and 

i ns t i t u t i ons in t he reg ion r a t h e r than serv ing t h e 

w a r e f f o r t s o f t h e US g o v e r n m e n t . T h e increas ing 

signi f icance o f As ia makes As ian studies a neces­

s i ty , n o t r e d u n d a n t . F u r t h e r m o r e , a r e a - b a s e d 

k n o w l e d g e and scholars have c o n t r i b u t e d signif i ­

cant ly t o t he t h e o r e t i c a l c o r p u s o f t h e human i ­

t ies and the social sc iences .The in te l lec tua l chal­

lenges f r o m global s tudies a n d cu l tu ra l studies (a 

b r o a d t e r m f o r t h o s e approaches and m e t h o d s 

in f luenced by l i t e ra ry c r i t i c i sm and p o s t - m o d e r n ­

ism o r pos t - co l on i a l s tud ies) have been w e l c o m e . 

Re th i nk i ng t he ways t o do area studies is p a r t o f 

its rev i ta l i za t ion . In genera l , t h e challenges f r o m 

global and cu l tu ra l s tudies help shape new and 

exc i t i ng agenda f o r area s t ud i es .The re is need t o 

do m o r e area and i n te rna t i ona l s tud ies. But t ra ­

d i t iona l area studies c a n n o t stay t h e same; i t mus t 

move o n . 

A t t h e A A S annua l m e e t i n g in 1997, t h e 

SEAC also o r g a n i z e d t h e f i r s t o p e n g a t h e r i n g 

o f scho la rs in S o u t h e a s t As ian s tud ies . A t f i r s t , 

t h e g a t h e r i n g was e x p e c t e d t o be a " s h o w o f 

f o r c e " s ince S o u t h e a s t As ian s tud ies m i g h t have 

been even m o r e m a r g i n a l i z e d because o f t h e 

a t t ack o n area s tud ies . As t h e d e b a t e s e e m e d 

t o s e t t l e o n a r a t h e r p o s i t i v e n o t e by t h e n , t h e 

issue was d r o p p e d . B u t t h e plan f o r t h e f i r s t 

ga the r i ng w e n t ahead s ince t h e r e has never been 

a g a t h e r i n g l i ke t h i s b e f o r e . T h e SEAC a lso 

n e e d e d t o ra ise f unds f o r t h e B E N D A PRIZE en ­

d o w m e n t . T h e affair t u r n e d - o u t t o be an u n ­

usual e v e n t . T h e g a t h e r i n g was h u g e . A b o u t t h r e e 

h u n d r e d scho la r s in t h e f ie ld f i l l ed up t h e r o o m 

in w h i c h e v e r y b o d y e n j o y e d m e e t i n g o n e an­

o t h e r even t h o u g h o n e c o u l d ha rd l y m o v e . 

T h e HARRY J. B E N D A PRIZE f o r t he best b o o k 

by y o u n g e r scholars in Sou theas t Asian studies in 

1997 was awa rded t o N A N C Y FLORIDA, UNIVERSITY 

OF M I C H I G A N , f o r t he b o o k . Writing the Past, Inscrib­

ing the Future History as Prophecy in Colonial Java 

( D u k e Un i ve r s i t y Press, 1995). I t is a remarkab le 

s tudy o n a h is to r i ca l p r o p h e c y w r i t t e n in t he I 9TH 

c e n t u r y by a co lon ia l ex i le t h a t deal t w i t h t he 

unce r ta i n f u t u r e u n d e r co lon ia l i sm by the act o f 

w r i t i n g t he past in o r d e r t o o p e n up space f o r 

t h e f u t u r e . 

O u r fe l l ow , J IM S C O T T , Y A L E UNIVERSITY, was 

e lec ted t he n e x t p r e s i d e n t o f A A S . ARLENE NEHER, 

N O R T H E R N ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, w i l l be the chair o f 

t he SEAC f o r 1997/98 un t i l t h e n e x t annual m e e t ­

ing in W a s h i n g t o n D . C . o n March 2 6 - 2 9 , 1998.® 

Thongchai Winichakul, Center for Southeast Asian 

Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
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THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY and the KYOTO UNIVERSITY CENTER OF 

SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES organized a seminar on P e r s p e c ­

t i v e s o f S o u t h e a s t A s i a n S t u d i e s in T h a i l a n d on 27-28 

November 1997 in which scholars from Southeast Asia and 

Japan participated.The seminar was the last segment of the 

CORE UNIVERSITY PROGRAM'S institutional project that started in 

l996.The ultimate purpose was to set the basis for estab­

lishing the CENTER OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES in Thailand. The 

seminar examined Thailand's experiences in the study of 

Southeast Asia as well as formal degree and research 

programs in other countries such as Japan and Singapore. 

Below are abstracts of papers presented by the Southeast 

Asian participants. 

Charnvit Kasetsiri 
O v e r v i e w o f R e s e a r c h a n d S t u d i e s o n 

S o u t h e a s t A s i a in T h a i l a n d 

T h e r e is n o c o m p r e h e n s i v e Southeas t As ian 

studies p r o g r a m in Tha i land . If i t exists at all, i t is 

at a ve r y basic stage and ope ra tes as an ad junc t t o 

o t h e r p r o g r a m s r a t h e r than as a c o r e p r o g r a m by 

itself. C H A R N V I T ident i f ies t h e m a j o r p r o b l e m s in 

establ ish ing a Sou theas t As ian studies p r o g r a m . In 

genera l , t hese p r o b l e m s can be classified i n t o t w o . 

O n e has t o d o w i t h t h e o v e r a r c h i n g f r a m e o r 

under ly ing ph i losophy beh ind SoutheastAs ian s tud­

ies: w h y s tudy o t h e r c o u n t r i e s in t he r e g i o n ; w h e r e 

and h o w d o T h a i studies f i t i n ; w h a t is a T h a i " S o u t h ­

east As ian i s t " anyway? T h e second deals w i t h lo ­

gistical and admin is t ra t ive concerns such as funding, 

facul ty t r a i n i ng and e x p e r t i s e , language cons ider ­

a t ions , and so o n . 

Tha i academics genera l l y s tudy t h e i r o w n 

coun t r y . W h i l e Tha i studies clear ly re f lec t a c o n ­

c e n t r a t i o n on the coun t r y , m o s t Tha i academics 

w h o ob ta ined t h e i r pos tg radua te degrees in for­

eign Sou theas t As ia p r o g r a m s w e r e cons i de red 

Southeast As ian is t wh i l e ab road even t hough they 

w r o t e o n Thai land. U p o n r e t u r n i n g t o t he i r c o u n ­

t ry , however , they are regarded as Tha i , n o t S o u t h ­

east A s i a n , spec ia l i s t s .As C H A R N V I T pu ts i t , t h e r e 

is a " c e r t a i n pecu l i a r i t y " in t he " c o n n e c t i o n o r dis­

connec t i on be tween Thai and SoutheastAs ian s tud­

ies in t he Tha i academe." 

Perhaps t he lack o f i n te res t in Southeast Asia, 

says C H A R N V I T , relates t o t w o deeply r o o t e d p r o b -

lems:Thai c e n t r i s m and r o l e - m o d e l search ing.The 

Tha i e l i te v iews nat ions in t he reg ion as case s tud­

ies o f fa i lure du r i ng t h e co lon ia l p e r i o d w h i c h can­

n o t p r o v i d e r o l e m o d e l s e x c e p t in t h e 

c o n t e m p o r a r y e c o n o m i c f ie ld , par t i cu la r ly in t he 

case o f Singapore and t o a ce r ta in e x t e n t , Malay­

sia. 

C o m p a r a t i v e s tud ies o n , say, Tha i l and and 

B u r m a , a r e regarded as Sou theas tAs ian since they 

are c ross -cu l tu ra l and c ross -boundary . But even 

t h e r e t he in te res t springs f r o m a p r i m a r y in te res t 

in T h a i l a n d r a t h e r t h a n in h e r n e i g h b o r s . 

Indochinese coun t r i es and B u r m a , f o r examp le ,a re 

popu la r top ics a m o n g h i s t o r y s tuden ts because 

o f t he i r l ink w i t h Thai land's past ( the t i m e w h e n 

the k i n g d o m of Siam re igned ove r Laos, C a m b o ­

dia, and Malaya). Indeed, pe r cep t i ons o f C a m b o ­

dia, Laos and V i e t n a m are largely c o n n e c t e d w i t h 

Tha i na t iona l ism, secur i ty , and stabil i ty. 

As f o r fund ing and admin is t ra t i ve concerns , 

C H A R N V I T po in ts o u t t ha t S o u t h e a s t A s i a n studies 

do n o t en joy off icial s u p p o r t . In fact, research cen­

te rs rely heavily o n ou ts ide fund ing . M o r e o v e r , in ­

s t i tu tes o n Southeas t As ian studies are general ly 

research, n o t degree-gran t ing , u n i t s . T h e r e is, t o o , 

t h e p r o b l e m o f r ec ru i t i ng and rep lac ing t hose re ­

t i r i ng f r o m t h e academe. Local t ra in ing o f n e w fac­

u l ty is given l i t t le a t t e n t i o n and Thai graduates have 

had t o c o m p e t e f o r scholarships f r o m fore ign f o u n -
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dat ions and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t o rgan iza t i ons t o fu r ­

t h e r t h e i r study. 

Finally, t h e r e is a d e a r t h o f read ing and in­

s t r u c t i o n a l mate r ia l s in Tha i . Potent ia l Southeas t 

As ian special ists are d iscouraged by t h e need t o 

k n o w o t h e r languages. G iven t h e t i m e l im i t f o r 

c o m p l e t i n g a mas te r ' s degree , n o t enough t i m e is 

left f o r t h e g radua te s t u d e n t t o deve lop t h e nec­

essary language sk i l l s . M o s t s t u d e n t s e n d up r e ­

ly ing o n Engl ish s e c o n d a r y s o u r c e s , w h i c h pose 

a n o t h e r diff iculty. H e n c e m o s t choose n o t t o cross 

cu l tu res o r b o u n d a r i e s . L ike t h e Thais w h o go 

overseas f o r SEA studies, t hose t r a i ned local ly also 

c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e i r c o u n t r y (Tha i s tud ies) . 

Yet t h e r e is n o q u e s t i o n t h a t Sou theas tAs ian 

studies are necessary .The e m e r g e n c e o f reg iona l ­

ism, b i - and mu l t i - l a t e ra l l inkages w i t h o t h e r u n i ­

vers i t ies in t h e reg ion , and c u r r e n t e c o n o m i c and 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s t ie t h e reg ion t oge the r . 

S o u t h e a s t A s i a n c o u n t r i e s d o m i r r o r each o t h e r ' s 

p r o b l e m s and possib ly can o f f e r t h e so lu t ions . 

Theera Nuchpiam 
S o u t h e a s t A s i a n S t u d i e s in T h a i l a n d 

A C r i t i c a l S u r v e y 

Like C H A R N V I T , THEERA N U C H P I A M f inds t h a t 

m u c h remains t o be d o n e in t h e f ie ld o f Southeast 

As ian studies in Tha i l and . T h e coun t r y ' s research 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r a rea studies, f o r o n e , is "d ismal ly 

unde rdeve loped . " For ano the r , t h e r e is st i l l n o fo r ­

mal degree p r o g r a m in S o u t h e a s t A s i a n s tud ies at 

e i t he r t h e g radua te o r u n d e r g r a d u a t e level. T h e 

a u t h o r c i tes several reasons f o r th is s t a t e . A m o n g 

t h e m a re t h e absence o f a t r a d i t i o n o f area spe­

c ia l izat ion, w h i c h inc ludes t h e " p a i n " o f learn ing 

a n o t h e r c o u n t r y ' s language, c u l t u r e and society, 

and a w e a k in te rd i sc ip l i na ry p r o g r a m w h i c h , by 

n a t u r e , c o n s t i t u t e s area s tud ies. 

Sou theas t As ian s tud ies rece ived t h e i r f i r s t 

push in Tha i land in t h e 1950s and 60s, p r inc ipa l ly 

t h r o u g h t h e in i t ia t ive o f C H U L A L O N G K O R N U N I V E R ­

S I T Y . T o t h i s d a y i t r e m a i n s a p r o j e c t o f 

C H U L A L O N G K O R N ' S I N S T I T U T E O F A S I A N S T U D I E S . 

H o w e v e r , t h a t p r o j e c t , in THEERA 'S v iew, s t i l l lacks 

i d e n t i t y , a l t h o u g h i ts e x p a n d i n g l inks w i t h e x ­

t e r n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s is a p o s i t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t . A 

f e w o t h e r un ivers i t ies o f f e r m o r e special ized p r o g r a m s such as 

M A H I D O L UNIVERSITY'S p o s t g r a d u a t e l inguist ics p r o g r a m in Sou th ­

eas tAs ian languages and K h m e r studies a t SILPAKORN UNIVERSITY. 

W h i l e THEERA believes t h e special ized t r a i n i ng is necessary, he 

th inks equal emphasis shou ld be given t o p repa r i ng t h e s tu ­

den ts f o r advanced research . H e also c i tes t h e need f o r local 

academic i ns t i t u t i ons t o re la te m o r e closely w i t h o n e another . 

To conc lude , THEERA r e m i n d s us t h a t Sou theas tAs ian s t ud ­

ies shou ld p r ima r i l y serve t h e p u r p o s e o f scholarsh ip , inc lud ing 

t h e cr i t ica l task o f demyst i f y ing s t e r e o t y p e concep t i ons o f t he 

reg ion . 

Diana Wong 
I n s t i t u t e o f S o u t h e a s t A s i a n S t u d i e s 

Presen t i ng t h e INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST A S I A N STUDIES I N 

SINGAPORE (ISEAS), t h e a u t h o r d r a w s f r o m a r e p o r t made by 

PATRICIA L I M f ive years ago a b o u t t h e INSTITUTE'S research areas 

and d i rec t ions . ISEAS has t h r e e main areas o f research: t he eco­

nomics o f A S E A N coun t r i es ; p r o b l e m s o f reg ional secur i ty and 

stabi l i ty ; and t h e region's e thn ic , re l ig ious and cu l tu ra l d ivers i ­

t ies. Research is d iv ided i n t o t h r e e div is ions: regional e c o n o m i c 

studies; reg ional s t ra teg ic and po l i t i ca l s tudies; and regional so­

cial and cu l tu ra l s tudies. 

C e l e b r a t i n g its 30TH ann ive rsa ry th is year, ISEAS is o n e o f 

t h e o l d e r cen te rs o f SEA stud ies in t h e reg ion . M o r e than 400 

SEA scholars have served as f e l l o w s a t t h e Ins t i t u te . Its j ou rna ls 

and m o n o g r a p h ser ies p r o v i d e t h e scholars t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

f o r pub l i ca t i on and its l i b ra ry has o n e o f t h e best co l lec t ions o f 

SEA mater ia ls w ide l y used by scholars . 

ISEAS engages in b o t h S o u t h e a s t A s i a n studies and A S E A N 

studies. T h e la t te r focus o n in t ra - reg iona l re la t ions and rela­

t i ons b e t w e e n A S E A N and t h e res t o f t h e w o r l d . W O N G cites 

t h e d i f fe rences b e t w e e n SEA studies and A S E A N studies. First, 

academics in Sou theas tAs ian un ivers i t ies t e n d t o w o r k o n t h e i r 

o w n coun t r i es , suggest ing a nat iona l r a t h e r than regional o r i e n ­

t a t i o n . A S E A N studies, o n t h e o t h e r hand , c lear ly have a re­

gional t h r u s t . Second, t h e c o r e discip l ines o f SEA studies are 

h i s t o r y and a n t h r o p o l o g y , w h i l e in A S E A N studies these w o u l d 

be e c o n o m i c s and s t ra teg ic s tudies, b o t h o f w h i c h pos tu la te a 

shared reg iona l i n te res t a m o n g A S E A N s ta tes .Th i rd , SEA s tud ­

ies are soc ie ty -cen te red wh i l e A S E A N studies focus o n t h e state. 

Add ress ing t h e a im o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e , W O N G asks w h y 

SEA studies have b e c o m e t h e " f l avo r o f t h e yea r " as ev idenced 

— continued on page 19 — 
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T h e UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES D I L I M A N M A I N 

LIBRARY is co l l abo ra t i ng w i t h C O R N E L L UNIVERSITY 

and t h e UNIVERSITY OF W I S C O N S I N - M A D I S O N o n a 

pro jec t t o index and m ic ro f i lm t he SPECIAL FILIPINIANA 

C O L L E C T I O N O N THE PHILIPPINE LEFT. 

T h e PHILIPPINE LEFT C O L L E C T I O N , also called the 

R A D I C A L PAPERS, conta ins 1 , 5 0 0 t i t les o f ephemera l 

mater ia ls l ike pamph le ts , m i m e o g r a p h e d papers, 

ar t ic les, leaflets, p ropaganda mater ia ls and p h o t o ­

copies o f books , b rochu res and news le t te rs against 

t he M A R C O S a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and a b o u t t he act iv i ­

t ies o f u n d e r g r o u n d m o v e m e n t s such as the N E W 

PEOPLE'S A R M Y and the N A T I O N A L D E M O C R A T I C FRONT. 

A m o n g the papers are man i fes tos o f p re -mar t i a l 

law s t u d e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i ke t h e Kabataang 

Makabayan ( K M ) , Samahang Demokratiko ng 

Kabataan ( S D K ) , and Malayang Pagkakaisa ng 

Kabataang Filipino (MPKP) ; t h e C o m m u n i s t Par ty 

newspaper , Ang Bayan, and o t h e r u n d e r g r o u n d 

newspapers such as Liberation, Taliba ng Bayan, Balita 

ng Malayang Pilipinas, Mahardika ng Mow National 

Liberation Front ( M N L F ) ; t h e j o u r n a l , Rebolusyon, 

publ ished by t h e C O M M U N I S T PARTY OF THE PHILIP­

PINES; d o c u m e n t s o f t h e t h r e e congresses o f t he 

Partido ng Komunista ng Pilipinas (PKP); and those 

o f t h e Kapulungan ng mga Sandigan ng Pilipinas 

( K A S A P I ) and Partido Demokratiko Sosyalista ng 

Pilipinas (PDSP). 

T h e I n v e n t o r y and Subject Gu ides w e r e p re ­

pared f r o m June t o D e c e m b e r 1 9 9 7 . T h e papers 

are scheduled f o r m i c r o f i l m i n g (in 2 5 reels) f r o m 

January t o June 1 9 9 8 . 

T h e R A D I C A L PAPERS p r o j e c t began s o o n a f ter 

C O R N E L L UNIVERSITY g radua te s t u d e n t D O M I N I Q U E 

C A O U E T T E cal led a t t e n t i o n t o t h e m e r i t s o f t h e 

RADICAL PAPERS f o r researchers in 1 9 9 6 . A L L A N RIEDY, 

C u r a t o r o f ECHOLS C O L L E C T I O N O N SOUTHEAST A S I A , 

C O R N E L L UNIVERSITY i n i t i a t e d t h e p r o j e c t o n 7 

January 1 9 9 7 . C A R O L M I T C H E L L , t h e UNIVERSITY OF 

W I S C O N S I N Sou theas t As ia L ib ra r i an , j o i n e d t h e 

p r o j e c t on 6 March 1 9 9 7 . 

T h e cos t o f labor was jo in t l y f inanced by the 

th ree par t ic ipat ing universi t ies. In a d d i t i o n , C O R N E L L 

UNIVERSITY and t h e UNIVERSITY OF W I S C O N S I N pur­

chased o n e set each o f t he R A D I C A L PAPERS o n m i ­

c r o f i l m w i t h t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g I n v e n t o r y and 

Subject Gu ides . T h e or ig ina l papers and mas te r 

copy o n m ic ro f i lm w i t h t he accompany ing l i te ra­

t u r e rema in t he p r o p e r t y o f t he UNIVERSITY OF THE 

PHILIPPINES.® 

Excerpts from U P L ib ra ry Bul le t in , February 1998, 

and preface to the Subject Guide by Prof. Dante 

Ambrosio, UP History Department 
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The Amazing, Fabulous Ruins of 

A N G K O R 

The author, 

MARIA VICTORIA I. DIOKNO, 

works in Phnom Penh and wrote her 

family about her visit to Angkor Wat 

in November I 997. 

S o r r y f o r t h e g e n e r i c a l l y a d ­

d ressed l e t t e r , b u t s ince I'm 

w r i t i n g all o f you a b o u t my vis i t 

t o Siem Reap ( w h e r e the ru ins o f 

A n g k o r are) , i t is m u c h easier f o r me 

t o do this jus t o n e t i m e . So, h o w was 

it? Amaz ing , as tound ing , exce l len t , ex­

c i t ing, fantast ic , fabu lous, marve lous , 

magni f icent - all o f t h e above. 

A l i t t le b a c k g r o u n d - A n g k o r 

W a t is o n l y o n e o f o v e r 1,000 

temp les t h a t are in Siem Reap. O f 

t he ove r 1,000 t e m p l e s , t h e r e are 

a b o u t 40 accessible sites. T h e o t h ­

ers are already in r u b b l e , o r are t o o 

deep in t h e jungle t o be v is i ted . O f 

t he 40 accessible sites, I actually w e n t 

t o ( c l imbed up, o v e r and e x p l o r e d ) 

e ight - Bayon, B a p h u o n , Ter race o f 

t h e E lephan ts and T e r r a c e o f t h e 

L e p e r K i n g , A n g k o r W a t , Banteay 

Kde i , Prasat K ravan , Srah Srang, Ta 

Keo, Neak Pean, Phimaneakas, M e b o n 

and a f e w o t h e r s w h o s e names I can­

n o t r e m e m b e r . To e x p l o r e al l o f 

Angko r , you 'd need at least a w e e k -

and even t h a t d o e s n ' t s e e m l i ke 

enough t i m e . 

I a r r i v e d a t S iem Reap la te 

T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n . Because t h e 

W a t e r Festival was go ing on , w e all 

had hol idays f r o m Thursday t o Sun­

day. Everyone had the same idea ( t o 

get o u t o f P h n o m Penh, w h i c h be­

c o m e s real ly c r o w d e d d u r i n g t h e 

W a t e r Fest ival , as p e o p l e f r o m all 

o v e r t he c o u n t r y c o m e t o see the 

Boat Races o n t h e T o n l e Sap River ) , 

so t he ear l iest f l ight I cou ld take was 

at 3:50 p.m. It actual ly LEFT at 4:30 

p.m. and i t was ful l - n o t an e m p t y 

seat in sight. Ceci l ia and I sat at t h e 

ve ry back o f t he plane. 

W h e n w e go t t o Siem Reap, w e 

w e r e m e t by s o m e o n e f r o m the h o ­

te l . T h e dr ive t o t he h o t e l was fan­

tast ic. Siem Reap is a lovely c i ty .The 

c o u n t r y s i d e is beaut i fu l : green f ields 

and t rees, w o o d e n houses, w a t e r buf­

falo, and cows , ponds w i t h lotus f l ow­

ers (p ink, w h i t e and lavender) in ful l 

b l o o m , g o o d roads (BETTER than 

Penh!) , no t raf f ic , much smal ler ( the 

popu la t i on in Siem Reap is 50,000 -

in P h n o m Penh t h e r e are 1,000,000); 

and it jus t fe l t so much n icer than 

P h n o m Penh. 

T h e n e x t m o r n i n g w e w e r e o u t 

o f t he h o t e l by a r o u n d 8:1 5 a.m., and 

w e w e n t f i r s t t o A n g k o r T h o r n t o 

see t h e Bayon Temple . O n the way 

t o A n g k o r T h o r n , w e passed A n g k o r 

W a t , s u r r o u n d e d by man -made lakes 

(barays). To get t o A n g k o r W a t you 

c r o s s a l o n g c a u s e w a y a n d g o 

t h r o u g h a gate. It was unbel ievably 

lovely, and I t o o k a coup le o f shots 

f r o m the car. (A l l in all I f in ished six 

ro l l s o f f i lm th is w h o l e t r i p ! ) W e 

passed A n g k o r W a t , and reached an­

o t h e r gate - f lanked on e i the r side 

by t w o long r o w s o f giant statues o f 

men car ry ing a long snake. O n the 

t o p o f t h e gate w e r e f o u r carved 

faces .Th rough the gate, I saw t rees, 

and poo ls - each o f t he temples had 

w a t e r s o m e w h e r e , l a rge barays, 

med i ta t i on pools , ponds.The con t ras t 

o f s tone and t rees , and w a t e r alive 

w i t h fish and f rogs and insects, was 

just w o n d e r f u l . I w ish you cou ld have 

seen w h a t I saw. U p t o now, I am so 

o v e r w h e l m e d by i t all. 

Bayon's t o w e r s are t o p p e d by 

over I 00 carved faces - facing in each 

d i rec t i on - each face smil ing serenely 

and implacably at the jungle.The faces 

are huge, ta l ler than me , and at f i rs t 

glance they are ident ical . But you f ind 

sub t l e d i f fe rences . Like all anc ien t 

m o n u m e n t s , t h e temp les w e r e con ­

s t r u c t e d by slave labor ; peop le f r o m 

c o n q u e r e d lands w e r e f o r c e d t o 

bu i ld these temp les and carve the 

s tones. I w o n d e r e d h o w they cou ld 

p r o d u c e s o m e t h i n g so beau t i f u l . I 

c l imbed up uneven s tone steps and 

ladders, s tepped ove r s tones, w a t c h ­

ing f o r ho les . I leaned on anc ien t 

ba lust rades and stared at the faces 

w h o stared back at me w i t h tha t half-

smi le tha t 's so en igma t i c , b u t st i l l 

ca lming. I used up a ro l l o f f i lm at t he 

Bayon. I d o n ' t k n o w h o w t o descr ibe 

i t .The s tones just resonated w i t h dis­

t an t m e m o r i e s . Bayon is 700 years 

o l d ! There 's some r e s t o r a t i o n w o r k 



going on,scaf fo ld ing s u r r o u n d e d o n e 

o f t he t o w e r s . I d idn ' t see the inner 

gallery. I d idn ' t have a guide b o o k then 

and really d idn ' t k n o w w h e r e t o look , 

so I missed seeing the bas-rel iefs i n ­

side. 

As ide : It's amaz ing h o w C a m ­

bod ians dress t o see t h e ru i ns -

w o m e n go w i t h ful l make -up , wear ­

ing heels, and suits ( w i t h jackets! ) o r 

f o rma l dresses.You can te l l w h o ' s a 

t o u r i s t by t h e way t hey dress (aside 

f r o m the c o l o r o f sk in , o f c o u r s e -

tons o f w h i t e peop le ! ) . I was in sho r t s 

o r jeans and a t - s h i r t and w o r e t e n ­

nis shoes.Amazing, t o o , h o w t h e ven ­

do rs jus t s u r r o u n d and o v e r w h e l m 

y o u . I b o u g h t t w o w o o d e n boa ts , a 

t - sh i r t , a guide b o o k , t w o small bas­

kets ( m i n i a t u r e rep l icas o f f i sh ing 

baskets) , a set o f pos tca rds , and f i lm, 

o f c o u r s e ! T h e v e n d o r s all speak 

enough English t o ge t by and s o m e ­

t imes even b e t t e r than tha t . Every­

o n e w a n t s t o l e a r n s o y o u ' r e 

c o n s t a n t l y s p o k e n t o - " H e l l o ! 

W h e r e you f rom? You r f i r s t t i m e t o 

A n g k o r ? " It's p re t t y funny. Funny, t o o , 

are t he reac t ions o f t h e C a m b o d i ­

ans t o Asian v is i tors .They l ook at you , 

then do double- takes, t hen they stare 

at you qu i te openly. I s t a r t ed smi l ing 

at the chi ldren w h o kep t star ing.They 

w o u l d l o o k t u r n away, t h e n l o o k 

again, as if I w e r e s o m e fascinat ingly 

exo t i c c rea tu re ! 

G e t t i n g i n t o A n g k o r W a t ( i t was 

dr izzl ing), I cou ld ident i fy w i t h spawn­

ing s a l m o n f i g h t i n g t h e i r w a y u p ­

s t ream. I c o u l d n ' t ge t in. People kep t 

coming o u t o f t he on ly gap t h e r e was. 

O n e C a m b o d i a n w o m a n n o t i c e d my 

p r e d i c a m e n t and said, "Just f o l l o w 

m e ! " She g rabbed a ho ld o f my a r m 

and w e w a d e d in, e l bows f ly ing, push­

ing past t h e s t ream o f p e o p l e b lock ­

ing t h e en t rance ( they w e r e t r y i n g 

t o get away f r o m the ra in ) . I f o l l o w e d 

w h e r e she l e d , a n d w i n c e d as I 

s tepped i n t o puddles o f w h a t I k n e w 

cou ld n o t have been clean wate r . I 

spen t m o s t o f t he a f t e r n o o n w i t h my 

squelch ing w e t tenn is shoes - n o t a 

pleasant sensat ion ! W h a t was great 

t o see, t h o u g h , was h o w many C a m ­

bodians w e r e t h e r e , un l ike in Mani la 

w h e r e t h e r e doesn ' t seem t o be tha t 

m u c h apprec ia t ion f o r o u r cu l tu ra l 

her i tage (a l though I n t r a m u r o s is n o t 

t echn ica l l y Ph i l i pp ine , having been 

bu i l t by t h e Spanish). 

Add i t i ona l aside: Amaz ing na tu ­

ral life as we l l . A n g k o r is in the midd le 

o f a jungle, lush, alive, g reen ! W a l k i n g 

f r o m Bayon t o Baphuon . l saw a small 

snake s l i ther a r o u n d the r o o t s o f a 

huge t r e e . T h e dragonf l ies have co l ­

o r e d wings; they ' re a lmos t like bu t ­

t e r f l i e s .The bu t te r f l i es w e r e H U G E 

a n d f l i t t e d a r o u n d lazi ly, d a n c i n g 

a r o u n d each o t h e r , b e t w e e n t r e e 

branches and bushes. In Ta P r o h m , 

t h e c i cadas sang so l o u d l y , t h e y 

sounded like a j e t eng ine .The b i rds 

called t o each o the r ,and nested over­

head in t h e ta l l , ta l l t r ees . In Prah 

Kahn t h e r e w e r e f rogs the size o f 

my t humbna i l hopp ing abou t . Bu t af­

t e r 4 p .m. , t h e c o w s t o o k o v e r 

A n g k o r , g raz ing o n t h e r i ch g reen 

g rass a n d w a l k i n g p l a c i d l y f r o m 

t e m p l e t o t e m p l e , bells c lanking as 

they swayed f r o m f ie ld t o f ie ld . InTa 

P r o h m , Ceci l ia and I f o u n d o u r way 

o u t by f o l l o w i n g the cows . I f igured 

they mus t k n o w h o w t o get o u t o f 

t h e r e and I was r ight ! 

Back o n t r ack : F r o m .Bayon, w e 

wa l ked t o Baphuon , b u t on ly t o the 

causeway , as t h e t e m p l e i t se l f is 

c losed f o r r e s t o r a t i o n . Baphuon is 

c o n n e c t e d t o t he Ter race o f the El­

ephants , and across it are t w o o t h e r 

temples . Beh ind t h e m is Phimaneakas 

(sacred s w o r d ) . W h a t ' s great abou t 

A n g k o r is t ha t it is stil l popu la ted by 

m o n k s , and the c o l o r o f t h e i r o range 

r o b e s s t a n d s o u t so b e a u t i f u l l y 

against t he s tone and the jung le .The 

m o n k s go a round all t he temples ,and 

i t makes you feel s o m e t i m e s as if 

n o t h i n g has changed. By t h e t i m e w e 

w e r e d o n e at t h e Ter race o f t he El­

ephants , it was a lmos t n o o n . 

A t 2 p.m. A n g k o r was ra in ing 

heavi ly .We stayed in t he car unt i l t he 

rain s l owed d o w n , and wa l ked i n t o 

A n g k o r in t h e m i d d l e o f a s l igh t 

d r i z z l e . T h a t ' s w h e n t h e w o m a n 

t o w e d m e i n t o A n g k o r W a t . W e 

c r o s s e d a s e c o n d c a u s e w a y i n t o 

A n g k o r W a t . F r o m the causeway, t he 

base o f A n g k o r W a t spreads o u t like 

t w o w i n g s . T h e gal lery o f bas-rel iefs 

su r rounds the en t i r e base.You keep 

c l imb ing up and up t o get t o t he five 

t o w e r s o f A n g k o r W a t . M y shoes 

w e r e w e t and s l ippery , and I was 

t i r e d , so I d idn ' t go up t o t he ve ry 

t o p . (The s tones are n a r r o w , and be­

cause it had been ra in ing, I was afraid 

I w o u l d fall.) Instead, I wa l ked a round 

t h e base o f t h e t o w e r , and had my 

f i r s t magical m o m e n t o f Angkor . 

T h e r e w e r e so many tou r i s t s , 

i t was f r u s t r a t i n g , and p a r t o f me 

w i shed t h a t I was a lone at t he W a t . 

As I wa l ked a r o u n d t h e base o f t he 

t o w e r , t w o m o n k s passed me and 

o t h e r t o u r i s t s w e r e sti l l a r o u n d . T h e 

m o n k s and t h e t ou r i s t s w e n t up o n e 

o f t h e steps, and I c o n t i n u e d go ing 

a r o u n d . T h e n I t u r n e d a c o r n e r and 



suddenly, qu ie t fe l l .The sound o f chi l ­

d ren yel l ing and peop le ta lk ing faded 

away and I was a lone at A n g k o r W a t . 

T h e l oudes t no ise was my camera 

s h u t t e r w h e e z i n g away, as I t o o k 

p h o t o a f ter p h o t o . I wa l ked up o n e 

o f t h e steps, and m e t a n o t h e r t o u r ­

ist tak ing p h o t o s . T h e n I wa l ked back 

t o t he f r o n t o f t h e t o w e r and w a i t e d 

f o r Ceci l ia . 

W e w e n t a r o u n d t h e gal lery o f 

bas-rel iefs - t h e carvings are exqu is ­

i t e . T h e subjects w e r e o f t e n b l o o d y 

and fan tas t ic (wa rs and c o n q u e s t , 

myths and legends, kings and queens, 

dancers and dei t ies - d e m o n s , m o n ­

keys , h o r s e s and e l e p h a n t s ! ) . W e 

wa lked o u t o f A n g k o r W a t and o n t o 

t h e ou ts ide causeway t o w a t c h t h e 

b o a t races. A t 6 p.m., t hey began 

se t t ing o f f f i r e w o r k s . As t h e sun set, 

t h e f i r e w o r k s s h o n e b r i g h t e r and 

b r igh te r ,and e v e r y o n e yel led as each 

f i r ec racke r w e n t off. Blue and green 

ch rysan themums, ye l l ow an thu r iums , 

r i b b o n s o f r e d f lares c o l o r e d t h e 

n ight sky. G e t t i n g o u t o f A n g k o r W a t 

was as bad as ge t t i ng i n t o A n g k o r 

W a t . T h e r e was a t ra f f ic j am ! It t o o k 

us t w o h o u r s t o ge t o u t . ( I t usually 

takes on ly 10 m inu tes ! ) W e w e r e ex­

hausted. 

T h e n e x t m o r n i n g , w e w e n t t o 

Banteay Srei, t h e c i tadel o f w o m e n . 

It's t iny, so I guess w o m e n t h e n w e r e 

really t iny as we l l . W h a t is so w o n ­

d e r f u l a b o u t Banteay Srei a re t h e 

carvings - t h e detai l is as tound ing ! I 

used up t o n s o f f i lm here as we l l . 

W h a t was i r r i t a t i ng a b o u t Banteay 

Srei was t h e n u m b e r o f t o u r ­

is ts . E v e r y w h e r e y o u l o o k e d 

t h e r e was s o m e o n e , and I had 

t o w a t c h o u t t h a t I w o u l d n ' t ge t 

in f r o n t o f people 's cameras ! I 

kep t r e p e a t i n g " S o m t o , s o m t o ! " 

( w h i c h means e x c u s e m e o r 

s o r r y ) as I wa l ked f r o m bui ld ing t o 

bui ld ing. Banteay Srei is an h o u r away 

f r o m A n g k o r , and w h e n w e w e r e 

d o n e , w e a t e l u n c h ( C a m b o d i a n 

n o o d l e soup) at a small eat ing place 

o n t h e side o f t h e r o a d . T h e n w e 

w e n t t o N e a k Pean. I d i dn ' t go in 

because I d i d n ' t fee l l i ke w a l k i n g 

t h r o u g h a s i x - i nch p o o l o f w a t e r . 

(The t h o u g h t o f wad ing t h r o u g h co ld 

w a t e r and ge t t ing my fee t and shoes 

w e t A G A I N d idn ' t real ly appeal t o 

me! ) I w a i t e d in t h e car un t i l Ceci l ia 

came o u t . 

Ta P r o h m . M o r e magical m o ­

men ts . O f all t he t emp les I w e n t t o , 

th is o n e really called t o me like n o 

o t h e r t e m p l e d id . T h e magni f icence 

o f A n g k o r W a t , t he sp lendo r o f t he 

Bayong and t h e detai ls o f Banteay 

Srei d idn ' t affect me t h e same asTa 

P r o h m . In Ta P r o h m t h e jungle has 

rec la imed w h a t was taken f r o m it. 

T h e s tones are laced w i t h g iant t r ee 

r o o t s . T h e jungle smells o f damp and 

mossy g r o w t h . T h e t rees are tall and 

fo rb idd ing .The birds c ry o u t t ha t this 

is the i rs ; w e are t he i n t e r l ope rs now , 

and the cicadas sing l ike je t engines 

t o dr ive us away.Ta P r o h m was once 

p o p u l a t e d by near ly 80 ,000 a t t e n ­

dants - pr iests, assistants, officials and 

dancers. N o w all t h a t remains is b r o ­

ken s tone and l iving jungle. 

I wa l ked a r o u n d happi ly on my 

o w n . T h e r e w e r e n ' t as many t ou r i s t s 

he re and I was o f t en a lone. O n t h e 

r e m a i n i n g c o l u m n s t h e r e w e r e 

apsaras and o t h e r f igures c a r v e d . 

W h a t was runn ing t h r o u g h my head 

was the p o e m Ozymandias - r e m e m ­

ber, w h e r e t h e s tone head is all t ha t 

remains in t he desert? A n d o f course , 

a s o n g by S t i ng (Mad About You), 

w h e r e he sings some th i ng like " F o r 

these are t he w o r k s o f man, bu t t he 

w o r k s o f heaven prevail." InTa Prohm 

you r e m e m b e r t ha t you are a small 

p a r t o f t h e un iverse, and tha t a cen­

t u r y f r o m now , w h a t you k n o w may 

on ly be b r o k e n s tones. But it wasn ' t 

f r i g h t e n i n g at all - i t fe l t r igh t . Ta 

P r o h m is mys te r i ous and some t imes 

g loomy .The m o l d and mossy smel l is 

s o m e t i m e s sharp and o v e r p o w e r i n g . 

Bu t t h e w e d d i n g o f na tu re and a r t i ­

f ice is so pe r fec t , t h e jungle has ev­

e ry r ight t o be a t T a P r o h m . 

F r o m Ta P r o h m , Ceci l ia and I 

w e n t t o Prah Khan, w h i c h is a smaller 

ve rs ion o f T a P r o h m . T h e road lead­

ing t o t h e t e m p l e is f lanked by four -

f o o t high pil lars carved w i t h garudas. 

T h e ou ts ide wa l l has a giant garuda 

carved o n it. O n e o f t he bui ldings 

( the l ib ra ry ) cons is ted o f co lumns , 

l ike a m i n i a t u r e A c r o p o l i s . L ion stat­

ues and nagas g u a r d e d e n t r a n c e s 

and ex i ts . O n all t h e co lumns , m o r e 

carv ings. A n d again, as in Ta P r o h m , 

Bantay Srei , A n g k o r W a t , w a t e r -

pools and ponds - f o r med i ta t ion and 

r i tuals and cleansing. 

F r o m Prah Khan, w e w e n t back 

t o t he Terraces, this t i m e exp lo r i ng 

the Ter race o f t he Leper King. W e 

wa lked d o w n some steps and f ound 

a second wa l l , ful l o f carv ing and bas-

re l i e f s .Ano the r magical m o m e n t . T h e 

carv ings /de ta i l s w e r e w o n d e r f u l -

deit ies and monarchs and nagas. 

By this t i m e , Ceci l ia and I w e r e 

t i r ed o u t . W e w e r e inv i ted t o a 

p a r t y t h a t n i gh t he ld at t h e 

Bayon T e m p l e . I t was a f u l l 

m o o n night , t o o . 

— continued on page 25 — 



Visiting Professor D r . M u n d u T d j i t O 
University of Indonesia 

Unearthing the Past 

D R . MUNDARDJITO delivered a series of lectures on the funda­

mentals of archaeology at the UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES AR­

CHAEOLOGICAL STUDIES PROGRAM under the SEASREP grant for 

visiting professors. 

T H E P R O C E S S o f rec la im ing t h e past f r o m 

t h e t o m b s o f e a r t h and w a t e r begins inside t h e 

archaeologis t 's m i n d . 

O n e c a n n o t e x p e c t t o u n e a r t h an en t i r e 

Indones ian c iv i l iza t ion f r o m o n e lift o f a shovel . 

T h e e f f o r t requ i res less b r a w n than fores ight , and 

equal pa r ts o f resource fu lness and ski l l . Recover­

ing Indonesia's past f r o m beneath t h e g r o u n d and 

unde r t h e w a t e r is a massive unde r tak i ng , as evi­

denced by t h e e n o r m o u s a m o u n t o f w o r k st i l l 

u n d o n e . Indones ia t h o u g h has D R . M U N D A R D J I T O , 

an a rchaeo log is t equal t o t h e task. 

A l e c t u r e r at t h e pres t ig ious UNIVERSITY OF 

I N D O N E S I A a n d an a s t u t e s t u d e n t o f h i s t o r y , 

M U N D A R D J I T O emphas ized be fo re Fi l ip ino archae­

o logy s tuden ts t h a t w h a t lies u n d e r n e a t h is n o t 

jus t o ld br icks placed o n e o n t o p o f t h e o the r , 

b u t t h e w o r k o f gene ra t i ons o f in ter lac ing, eco ­

logical, social , e c o n o m i c as we l l as po l i t ica l ways 

o f l i fe. 

S o u t h e a s t A s i a n c iv i l izat ions are a m o n g t h e 

m o s t c o m p l e x cu l tu res t o have ex i s ted . N o t w o 

e a r t h e n jars are exact ly al ike even w h e n they are 

w i t h i n a f e w square fee t o f each o the r . Each cu l ­

t u r e is a g e m s h o w i n g o n e facet at a t i m e . To 

begin, all r e c o r d e d data m u s t be si f ted t h r o u g h 

m o r e than o n c e . T h e area is n o t iso la ted f r o m 

w h e r e it lies so t h e ad jo in ing areas mus t be s t u d ­

ied and si f ted t h r o u g h as w e l l . Hav ing ga the red 

enough i n f o r m a t i o n t o c rea te a reasonably sound 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t e x i s t e d b e f o r e , o f t h e 

peop le w h o once t h r i v e d t h e r e , t he archaeo log is t 

mus t go t h r o u g h t he ted ious process o f planning 

his descen t i n t o t h e past. Every layer o f e a r t h , ev­

e ry square f o o t mus t be we ighed f o r signif icance 

be fo re t h e shovel s t r ikes d i r t . T h e n t he archae­

o log is t p roceeds t o u n e a r t h " l i fe , " n o t ru ins. 

O n e s t u d e n t c o m m e n t e d : " A r c h a e o l o g y 

ceases t o be the discip l ine t ha t I used t o th ink o f 

- academic, scho lar ly and ex is t ing on ly w i t h i n t he 

l imi ts o f Un ive rs i t y halls. D R . M U N D A R D J I T O s h o w e d 

w h y archaeolog is ts shou ld we igh t he social, eco ­

n o m i c and e n v i r o n m e n t a l impac t o f excavat ions 

in cer ta in areas in Indonesia. A rchaeo logy becomes 

m o r e and m o r e c o n n e c t e d t o t h e real i t ies and 

cond i t i ons s u r r o u n d i n g a si te. I t has b e c o m e ex ­

t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t f o r archaeo log is ts t o possess 

an o p e n m ind ,a l ong w i t h his skills and k n o w l e d g e , 

f o r t h e m t o go o n w i t h t h e i r w o r k w i t h o u t sacr i ­

f ic ing t h e w h o l e w o r l d o f imp l ica t ions o f a par­

t i cu lar p ro jec t . " 

For th is reason , as M U N D A R D J I T O exp la ined , 

a rchaeo logy shou ld inc lude all t he steps o f scien­

ti f ic me thodo logy . Hunches , t hough n o t t o be c o m ­

plete ly i gno red , shou ld stand t o o b s e r v a t i o n and 

ver i f i ca t ion . To be able t o ar r i ve at a sound c o n ­

c lus ion , the process mus t be d o n e r igorously. H o w ­

ever, a rchaeo logy requ i res s o m e t h i n g o t h e r than 

inte l l igence and di l igence t o see beyond r e c o r d e d 

h i s to ry : imag inat ion . In t h e Phi l ippines o n e migh t 

add t h a t it also takes ded i ca t i on .These character­

istics appear t o be ve ry ra re c o m m o d i t i e s in t he 

archipelago n o t far f r o m w h e r e M U N D A R D J I T O was 

b o r n . N o t on ly are po ten t i a l archaeologica l sites 

i g n o r e d , t hey are r o u t i n e l y d e s t r o y e d t o make 

space f o r o n e o f t he century 's w o r s t e n v i r o n m e n ­

tal evils: gol f courses . 

T h e F i l i p i n o s t u d e n t s w h o l i s t e n e d t o 

MUNDARDJITO'S lec ture expressed a lmost unanimous 

disbel ief upon learn ing tha t a b o u t 500 o u t o f some 



1,000 q u a l i f i e d I n d o n e s i a n a r c h a e o l o g i s t s a re 

w o r k i n g o n 4 ,000 iden t i f i ed w o r k si tes. Perhaps 

t h e s tuden ts real ized t ha t t h e Phi l ippines, w h e r e 

h i s to r i ca l s t r u c t u r e s are in d i re need o f repa i r 

and r e s t o r a t i o n , has a signi f icant ly smal ler n u m ­

be r o f a rchaeo logy ma jo rs w h o v e n t u r e i n t o ac­

tua l a rchaeo log ica l w o r k , s o m e o f t h e m t o escape 

u n e m p l o y m e n t . 

M U N D A R D J I T O also acknow ledged the need f o r 

Southeas t As ian c o u n t r i e s t o exchange i n f o r m a ­

t i o n regard ing deve lopmen ts in t he f ie ld , s t ressing 

t h e necessi ty t o see h o w c o n n e c t e d the Sou th ­

east As ian c u l t u r e s and c iv i l i za t ions w e r e un t i l 

c o l o n i z a t i o n sai led in and gave each n a t i o n i t 

t o u c h e d h is to r ica l amnes ia . " I fe l t a s t r o n g neces­

sity o f exchanging i n f o r m a t i o n a m o n g ne ighbor­

ing coun t r i es , " a s t u d e n t sa i d . "The re shou ld have 

been a c loser re la t ionsh ip b e t w e e n Indonesia and 

the Phi l ipp ines," n o t e d ano the r . "Because t r a d e 

b e t w e e n these c o u n t r i e s has been tak ing place 

f o r a long t i m e and they have simi lar na tura l env i ­

r o n m e n t s , i t is n o t mys te r i ous t ha t m o r e c o m ­

m o n p h e n o m e n o n in t h e i r soc ie t ies shou ld be 

f o u n d . " T h e exchange o f i n f o r m a t i o n w o u l d also 

help establ ish a m o r e accura te ch rono log ica l sys­

t e m , i m p r o v i n g the m e t h o d o f c ross-dat ing. 

M U N D A R D J I T O also w o v e an a lmos t myst ica l 

na r ra t i on o f Indones ian h i s to r y w h i c h ex is ted long 

be fo re SUHARTO began the f i rs t o f his seven reigns 

as t h e coun t r y ' s und i spu ted ru le r .The temp les o f 

B o r o b u d u r , as seen t h r o u g h the a rchaeo log is ts ' 

eyes, b e c o m e m o r e vis ible, m o r e alive and m u c h 

c loser t o t h e ou ts ider ' s c o m p r e h e n s i o n . A n o t h e r 

s t u d e n t r e m a r k e d : " H i s p resen ta t i on o f I ndone­

sian h i s t o r y was an eye o p e n e r . T h e h is tor ica l pe­

r i o d o f o u r Indones ian ne ighbors p recedes o u r s 

by many h u n d r e d s o f years. W i t h Phi l ipp ine ar- • 

chaeological data apparent ly show ing many s imi ­

larit ies w i t h tha t o f o u r Asian neighbors, it is ev ident 

t ha t w e have m u c h t o gain f r o m shar ing and co ­

ope ra t i ng w i t h o u r ne ighbors . " 

In encourag ing his s t u d e n t l is teners t o jo in 

the f ie ld , M U N D A R D J I T O left t h e m w i t h a sense o f 

urgency. His o p t i m i s m a b o u t t he f u tu re o f Sou th ­

eas tAs ian a rchaeo logy was t e m p e r e d w i t h a need 

t o reassess its p resen t s tate in t he reg ion .Archae­

ology, even in Indonesia, is n o t t h e region's p r i ­

m a r y c o n c e r n especial ly in t he face o f t he regional 

crisis. Indeed it is d i f f icu l t t o encourage archaeo­

logical endeavo rs w h e r e dead c iv i l i za t ions and 

c rumb l i ng temp les are seen as far less i m p o r t a n t 

than the n e x t shopp ing mall o r w o r s e , a h indrance 

s tanding in t he way o f progress. W h e n the past 

becomes a mere ques t ion o f real estate value, t hen 

archaeo logy becomes m o r e i m p o r t a n t , its tasks 

m o r e u rgen t . O n e s t u d e n t c o m m e n t e d : " ! bel ieve 

t ha t such an approach t o a rchaeo logy is viable t o 

deve lop ing coun t r i es such as the Phi l ippines. Ar ­

chaeo logy in th is c o u n t r y mus t be expla ined t o 

t he peop le w h o w i l l be d i rec t l y af fected by ar­

chaeolog ica l ac t iv i t ies . T h e a rchaeo log is t shou ld 

care enough t o expla in t o t h e m the ob jec t ive as 

we l l as t he value o f t h e i r w o r k in t he latter 's local­

ity." 

M U N D A R D J I T O insp i red his Fi l ip ino l is teners t o 

take a long hard l ook at t h e past, t o learn f r o m 

prev ious genera t ions .The answers t o today's p r o b ­

lems cou ld be in o n e o f t w o ea r then j a r s . # 

Aloises Garcia, Jr., research associate, Third World 

Studies Center 
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by t h e p r o p o s e d C e n t e r o n S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 

Studies in T H A M M A S A T . T h e key cha l lenge, she says, 

is t o go b e y o n d t h e n a t i o n - s t a t e p a r a d i g m , t o 

c o n c e p t u a l i z e s o c i e t y and soc ie ta l p r a c t i c e s in 

t r a n s n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l t e r m s , and t o speak 

f r o m a regional publ ic sphe re , w h i c h is ye t t o ex is t . 

Siriporn Waj jwalku 
A C o m p a r i s o n o f S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 

S t u d i e s in T h a i a n d J a p a n e s e 

U n i v e r s i t i e s 

I n te res t in SEA stud ies was f i r s t man i fes ted 

by Japanese scho lars a f te r W o r l d W a r I I , a b o u t 

ten years ear l ie r than in Tha i l and . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 

w e r e no in te rd isc ip l i na ry p r o g r a m s o n Sou theas t 

Asia t h e n ; jus t language courses w h i c h paved t h e 

way f o r m o r e f o r m a l p r o g r a m s o n t h e area. S o u t h ­

east Asian studies actual ly began in t h e 1960s and 

g r e w as Japan's e c o n o m i c and s t ra teg ic in te res ts 

in t he reg ion also e x p a n d e d . 

In Tha i land t he s tudy o f Sou theas t Asia was 

in i t ia ted by scholars w h o had o b t a i n e d t h e i r pos t ­

g raduate degrees in t h e U n i t e d States. U p o n t h e i r 

r e t u r n t o Tha i land , t hey e n c o u r a g e d t h e s tudy o f 

Southeast Asia in f o r m a l courses b u t these sub­

jects did n o t evo lve i n t o fu l l - f ledged degree p r o ­

grams. 

T h e m o s t v is ible d i f fe rence b e t w e e n t h e T h a i 

and Japanese expe r i ences in t h e s tudy o f SEA is 

t h e emphas is g iven by Japanese un ive rs i t i es t o 

learn ing t h e region's languages. A l t h o u g h SEA lan­

guages are n o t o f f e red in every pub l ic un ive rs i t y 

in Japan, t h e r e are at least t w o un ivers i t ies t h a t 

c o n c e n t r a t e o n t h e s tudy o f f o re ign languages i n ­

c l u d i n g S o u t h e a s t As ia 's . In c o n t r a s t , language 

courses are rare ly o f fe red in Thai land's pub l ic and 

pr iva te un ivers i t ies . I t t hus appears t h a t t h e i m ­

p o r t a n c e o f language as an i n s t r u m e n t o f k n o w l ­

edge is n o t w i d e l y accep ted a m o n g Tha i scho lars . 

T h e g r o w t h o f r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u t e s in 

C H U L A L O N G K O R N and T H A M M A S A T un ive rs i t i es are 

s u p p o r t i v e o f Sou theas tAs ian studies a l though t h e 

act iv i t ies o f these ins t i tu tes cons is t mos t l y o f semi ­

nars. N a t i o n a l and in te rna t i ona l seminars are 

held every year b u t t h e i r top ics are n o t c o n ­

s is tent ly a b o u t Sou theas t As ia . Japan, o n t h e 

o t h e r hand, has been able t o establ ish a m o r e 

so l id research f o u n d a t i o n o n Southeas t As ia . 

Corr ine Phuangkasem 
M o d e l o f C e n t e r f o r S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 

S t u d i e s in T h a i l a n d 

Desp i te t he dif f iculty o f set t ing up a Sou th ­

east As ian studies p r o g r a m , let a lone a center , 

P H U A N G K A S E M ma in ta ins t h a t T h a i l a n d is n o t 

exac t l y s t a r t i n g f r o m square o n e . A l t h o u g h 

Tha i l and does n o t have a research i n s t i t u t e 

d e v o t e d e n t i r e l y t o SEA s tud ies , t h e r e are 

branches o r smal ler cen te rs t h a t do ; f o r ex ­

a m p l e : t h e A S E A N S tudy G r o u p , I n d o c h i n a 

Study G r o u p , a n d Myanmar Study G r o u p w i t h i n 

t he INSTITUTE OF A S I A N STUDIES at C H U L A L O N G K O R N . 

T h e s tudy o f SEA is also p a r t o f t h e INSTITUTE 

OF EAST A S I A N STUDIES at T H A M M A S A T UNIVERSITY. 

T h e Ins t i tu te o f Secur i ty and In te rna t iona l S tud­

ies a t t h e F a c u l t y o f P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e o f 

C H U L A L O N G K O R N , T h a i S t u d i e s a t 

C H U L A L O N G K O R N , T h a i K h a d i S t u d i e s a t 

T H A M M A S A T , and t h e Asian Studies at C H I A N G M A I 

UNIVERSITY all unde r t ake researches on S E A T h e 

T H A I L A N D RESEARCH F U N D estab l ished in 1 9 9 2 

encourages fo re ign area studies and regional 

researches. 

In t e r m s o f degree p rog rams, u n d e r g r a d u ­

ate courses o n SEA top ics are o f fe red in at 

least e ight Tha i un ivers i t ies in var ious f ie lds. A 

m i n o r p r o g r a m o n SEA studies w i l l s o o n be 

o f f e r e d by T H A M M A S A T UNIVERSITY and in t h e 

c o m i n g years, several M A p rog rams re la t ing t o 

SEA s t u d i e s w i l l b e g i n in C h i a n g m a i a n d 

Sr inakha r in thav i ro te un ivers i t ies . Of f ic ia l sup­

p o r t is also e x p e c t e d as ind ica ted in t he D E ­

V E L O P M E N T P L A N FOR U N I V E R S I T Y E D U C A T I O N 

( 1 9 9 7 - 2 0 0 1 ) . 

— continued on page 25 
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New Researches 
by Young Malaysian Scholars 
The following are abstracts of recent Master's theses successfully 

defended by graduate students of the UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA'S Depart­

ment of Southeast Asian Studies. Some of these students were 

recipients of SEASREP grants. 

SITI KHA JAR M D . S H A H 
T h e H i s t o r y o f D e f e n s e o n t h e Is land 

o f S i n g a p o r e a n d i ts D e p e n d e n c i e s , 

1 8 1 9 - 1 9 2 7 

Singapore was a m a j o r f o r t i f i e d p o r t in t h e 

S o u t h e a s t A s i a n reg ion f r o m the early 19TH cen­

t u r y un t i l W o r l d W a r II. As a naval and mi l i ta ry 

s ta t i on , its defense faci l i t ies w e r e cons tan t l y re ­

v i e w e d and upgraded in t he c o n t e x t o f its f ixed 

physical geography, changing techno log ies in t rans ­

p o r t and sh ipp ing and rival i n te rna t iona l p o w e r s . 

Th is l i t t le k n o w n fact a b o u t Singapore's m i l i ­

t a r y ro le in t h e reg ion has t e n d e d t o be h idden by 

Singapore's great e n t r e p o r t appearance. M o s t s tu ­

dents o f h i s t o r y have researched her ach ievements 

in t r ade and c o m m e r c e . H o w e v e r , t he defense as­

pec t t h a t p r o t e c t e d Singapore's t r ade and a l l owed 

its expans ion has largely been marginal ized f r o m 

t h e c o r p u s o f h i s t o r y b o o k s . T h e p r o j e c t e d image 

o f Singapore as a p o r t at t h e edge o f open seas on 

the Strai ts o f Singapore gave its p o r t faci l i t ies a 

safe i m p r e s s i o n . T h i s o p e n v i s u a l i m a g e o f 

S ingapo re in h is to r ica l studies has h idden the mi l i ­

t a r y and defense conce rns f r o m its m o r e co lo r f u l 

civi l and c o m m e r c i a l h is tory . 

Fo r t i f i ca t i on is a h idden t h e m e in t h e h i s t o r y 

o f S ingapore. A l l c o n s t r u c t i o n o f Singapore's de­

fense w o r k s invo lved a great a m o u n t o f f inance. 

M i l i t a r y e x p e n d i t u r e was an i m p o r t a n t cons ider­

a t ion and was always t he f o r e m o s t issue a m o n g 

Br i t i sh co lon ia l and imper ia l admin i s t ra t i ons . 

T h e loca t i on o f Singapore island and its p o r t 

faci l i t ies c o n t r i b u t e d t o w a r d s its f o r t i f i c a t i o n . In 

t h e ear ly 19TH cen tu ry , its defense w o r k s w e r e 

mean t t o secure and expand t r ade . Defense w o r k s 

c o n c e n t r a t e d on a series o f f o r t s bu i l t on higher 

g r o u n d t o p r o t e c t t h e h a r b o r and t o w n . A f t e r t he 

mid-1 9TH cen tu ry , w h i c h w i tnessed t he c o m m e r ­

cial d e v e l o p m e n t o f o f f - sho re island faci l i t ies, the 

defense c o n c e r n s t u r n e d t o t h e many smal le r 

s t ra i ts and channels in t he t e r r i t o r i a l wa te rs o f 

Singapore. 

In t he 20TH c e n t u r y t he ro le o f the fo r t i f i ca ­

t ions o f Singapore was dramat ica l ly changed, f r o m 

defend ing t he island t o defend ing Br i t ish in terests 

in t he East.This became clear af ter W o r l d W a r I. 

Br i ta in evaluated t he ro le o f Singapore in its over­

all strategy, s t reng then ing its defenses f o r t he se­

cu r i t y o f Br i t ish in teres ts in t he reg ion. A heavily 

de fended and unpara l le led f o r t r ess in t he East was 

thus bu i l t in t he p e r i o d b e t w e e n the t w o w o r l d 

wa rs . 

By 1927, an e x t r e m e l y f o r t i f i ed island w i t h 

naval, air f o rce and army faci l i t ies, c o m b i n e d w i t h 

an unr iva led deep w a t e r p o r t , made Raffles' d ream 

of "Ma l t a o f t he East" c o m e t r u e . 

H A N I Z A H B T E IDRIS 
T h e D e v e l o p m e n t a n d E x p a n s i o n o f 

S i n g a p o r e P o r t I n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

1 8 1 9 - 1 9 4 1 

T h e p o r t o f Singapore was designed and bu i l t 

by Br i t ish sh ippers and the co lon ia l g o v e r n m e n t . 

Trade pa t te rns and t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f shipping 

t e c h n o l o g y b e t w e e n 1 8 1 9 - 1 9 4 1 d i rec ted t he na­

t u r e o f t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e develo 'pment . Finance 

and t e c h n o l o g y w e r e b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r by t h e 

pr iva te sec to r and t h e state t o o v e r c o m e the l imi -



ta t ions o f physical geography and t o p r o v i d e p o r t 

faci l i t ies, sh ipp ing and o t h e r p o r t admin is t ra t i ve 

services. 

In a p e r i o d o f I 22 years t h e p o r t o f Singapore 

exper ienced vast changes. It began, as o t h e r Sou th ­

east Asian p o r t s d id , as a r i ve r p o r t . In t h e p e r i o d 

1 8 1 9 - 1 8 6 8 , t he main i n f r a s t r u c t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t 

was at th is r i ve r p o r t w h e r e sail ing vessels, junks 

and o t h e r boats ca l led.These ships ca r r ied f o res t 

and sea p r o d u c e t o S ingapore in exchange f o r 

o t h e r c o m m o d i t i e s and used its p o r t and o t h e r 

fac i l i t ies .The p o r t p r o v i d e d f i re w o o d , wa te r , bal­

last, p i lo t ing and anchorage . 

T h e open ing o f t h e Suez Canal in 1869 al­

l o w e d m o r e s t e a m - d r i v e n ships t o a n c h o r in 

Singapore p o r t . Fore ign ships and Br i t i sh ocean ­

go ing vessels d o m i n a t e d t r a d e d u r i n g the p e r i o d 

w h e n coal was used t o p r o p e l ships. 

A t the end o f t he 19TH c e n t u r y t h e f i rs t pe t ro l 

d e p o t was bu i l t at Pulau B u k o m . It m a r k e d the 

rapid open ing o f n e w p o r t s a t T a n j u n g Pagar and 

N e w Ha rbo r . T h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and serv ices o f 

these p o r t s expanded rapidly, ini t ial ly u n d e r t he 

d i rec t i on o f t h e p r i va te sector . 

A t t he t u r n o f t h e cen tu ry , t h e state t o o k 

over t he ro le o f deve lop ing t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and 

facil i t ies o f t he p o r t . Emphasis was given t o t h e 

c rea t ion o f t h e b o a t basin at Keppe l H a r b o r . Huge 

funds w e r e used t o make t h e p o r t s o f Singapore 

m o r e c o m p e t i t i v e than h e r regional ne ighbors . In 

t he 1930s unt i l 1941 t h e p o r t s o f Singapore d id 

n o t expe r i ence any g rea t physical d e v e l o p m e n t . 

Its p o r t s at S ingapore r iver , T a n j o n g Pagar and 

Keppel H a r b o r w e r e on ly dug deeper , coastal land 

was rec la imed and e x t e n s i o n w o r k c o n t i n u e d o n 

ex is t ing faci l i t ies. 

L A I L A N M A C H F R I D A H J . M O H D . N U R D I N 
LUBIS 
A C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d y o f t h e Hadrah in 

East S u m a t e r a a n d P e n i n s u l a Ma lays ia 

T h e Malay-speaking inhab i tants o f t h e S o u t h ­

eas tAs ian reg ion p rac t i ce a w i d e va r ie t y o f ac t iv i ­

t ies. Because t h e m a j o r i t y o f t he Malay p o p u l a t i o n 

is Mus l im , m u c h o f its c u l t u r e displays a p r o m i ­

nen t Islamic character . A m o n g such cu l tu ra l genres 

is t he song and dance genre cal led Hadrah. Prac­

t i ced by the Malays o f East Sumatera and Peninsu­

lar Malaysia, its main musical i n s t r u m e n t is t h e 

rebana d r u m . 

Had rah in terweaves t h e t h r e e e lemen ts o f 

poe t i c t e x t , music and dance .The t e x t o f H a d r a h , 

in b o t h the A rab i c and Malay languages, conta ins 

praises t o Al lah S.W.T. and P r o p h e t M u h a m m a d 

S.A.W. 

T h e a r t o f H a d r a h , as p r a c t i c e d in East 

Sumatera and Peninsular Malaysia, has s o m e s imi ­

lar i t ies and di f ferences, especial ly w i t h regard t o 

dance m o v e m e n t , mus ic and song. T h e H a d r a h 

dance in East Sumatera , f o r examp le , begins w i t h 

the pos i t ion o f sujud sembah.bersimpuh and berlutut, 

whereas in Peninsular Malaysia, t he dance begins 

in a s tanding p o s i t i o n . T h e r h y t h m o f Had rah m u ­

sic in East S u m a t e r a is f as te r t h a n in Pen insu la r 

Ma lays ia . A n o t h e r d i s t i n c t i o n is t h a t H a d r a h 

songs use the language o r d ia lect o f t he reg ion in 

w h i c h they are p e r f o r m e d . 

T h e s imi lar i t ies o f t he p rac t i ce o f Had rah in 

b o t h regions lie in t h e songs. General ly , t h e songs, 

w h i c h praise t h e s t o r y o f A l lah S.W.T. and P r o p h e t 

M u h a m m a d S . A . W , use the A r a b i c language. In 

b o t h , t o o , t h e songs are p e r f o r m e d at pa r t i cu la r 

f unc t i ons such as in g ree t ing t h e guest o f hono r , 

at wedd ings,c i rcumcis ions ,and dur ingAq/qah wh ich 

ce lebrates the new ly b o r n ch i ld . 

J A C Q U E L I N E S U N E T R A F E R N A N D O 
Lagu Menghadap Rebab in t h e M a k Y o n g 

T h e a t r e o f K e l a n t a n a n d S o u t h T h a i l a n d : 

A n I n t e r p r e t a t i v e M u s i c a l A n a l y s i s 

T h e thesis d e m o n s t r a t e s a hypothes is w h i c h 

relates t h e musical p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e open ing 

song o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l Malay Mak Yong t h e a t r e 

g e n r e , ca l l ed Lagu Manghadap Rebab ( R e b a b 

saluat ion song) , t o t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f angin, a c o r e 

value o f t rad i t i ona l Malay society. In s o u t h e r n Tha i ­

land, t he o p e n i n g song is k n o w n as Lagu Gerak 

Bangun (song f o r t h e arousal o f angin).The essen­

tial p u r p o s e o f t he p iece, as i n t e r p r e t e d by t h e 

thesis, is t o arouse angin,conceptualized as a myth ic 

k ing, f r o m w i t h i n t h e psyche o f t h e lead actress, in 

p repa ra t i on f o r t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f Mak Yong. 



Angin is seen as a specia l izat ion o f semangat, 

t he a l l -encompass ing energ iz ing fo rce w h i c h is t h e 

sou rce o f all c rea t i on in t r ad i t i ona l Malay society. 

T h e thesis argues f o r an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f angin 

w h i c h includes its p resence as an energ iz ing and 

aesthet ical agent w i t h i n t h e p e r f o r m a n c e o f Lagu 

Menghadap Rebab. 

T h e thesis also ou t l i nes the r i tua l and mus i ­

cal i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e rebab as a p r o d u c e r o f angin. 

T h e thesis t hen examines the musical ev idence 

f o r t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f angin in t h e un ique t w o -

p a r t s t r u c t u r e o f Lagu Menghadap Rebab. Angin is 

f o u n d t o be expressed t h r o u g h t e x t , musical f o r m , 

r h y t h m i c and m e l o d i c s t y l e . In a d d i t i o n , Lagu 

Menghadap Rebab's c o m p o s i t i o n a l and aesthet ical 

dynamism is based o n t h e un ique me lod i c style o f 

songs sung by the lead actress, p e r f o r m e d in co l ­

l abo ra t i on w i t h t h e rebab mus ic . 

In c o n c l u s i o n , t h e thes is suggests t h a t t h e 

un ique musica l f o r m of Lagu Menghadap Rebab 

represents an archetyp ica l o r U r - f o r m of MakYong 

music. 

M A L A RA JO 
N o r t h e r n S i a m , 1 8 6 7 - 1 9 1 0 : 

T h e I m p a c t o f M i s s i o n a r i e s a n d T e a k 

T r a d e r s 

T h e thesis examines t h e social and e c o n o m i c 

changes t h a t t o o k place in t he n o r t h e r n state o f 

Siam - a t r i b u t a r y o f t h e K i n g d o m o f Siam in t h e 

I 9 T H c e n t u r y - t h r o u g h t h e ro les and act iv i t ies o f 

t h r e e fo re ign g roups p r e s e n t t h e r e b e t w e e n 1867 

and 1910.These w e r e t h e Presby ter ian miss ionar­

ies o f t h e A m e r i c a n Boa rd o f Fore ign Miss ions, 

t he European teak t r ade rs , and the Ch inese t r a d ­

ers f r o m Bangkok. T h e s tudy d e m o n s t r a t e s , t o o , 

t he pol i t ica l imp l i ca t ions o f t h e changing scenar io 

w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h e occas ion f o r t he cen t ra l gov­

e r n m e n t t o e x t e n d its c o n t r o l o v e r t h e n o r t h e r n 

states. 

C h a p t e r O n e ou t l ines the pol i t ica l and eco­

n o m i c scenar io in I 9TH c e n t u r y Siam; it especially 

a t t e m p t s t o expla in t he na tu re o f t he re la t ions 

b e t w e e n a t r i b u t a r y state and its sovereign ruler. 

C h a p t e r T w o d i s c u s s e s t h e g e o g r a p h y , 

e thnic i ty , po l i t ics , economy , and c o m m e r c e o f t h e 

n o r t h e r n states o f Siam, w h i c h are essential f o r 

an unders tand ing o f deve lopments w h i c h o c c u r r e d 

w i t h i n t h e p e r i o d unde r study. 

C h a p t e r T h r e e deals w i t h t he arr iva l o f t he 

Presbyter ian miss ionar ies in Siam, t he events lead­

ing t o t he incep t ion o f t he Laos Miss ion in Ch iang 

Mai , and the p r o b l e m s ar is ing f r o m t h e in terac­

t i o n b e t w e e n the miss ionar ies and the n o r t h e r n 

ru l ing class as we l l as t he a t t endan t po l i t ica l c o n ­

sequences. 

C h a p t e r Four concen t ra tes on the w o r k o f 

t h e Laos Miss ion vis-a-vis t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a 

W e s t e r n - t y p e educa t ion f o r b o t h gir ls and boys, 

t he p rov i s ion o f m o d e r n medica l faci l i t ies, and the 

es tab l i shment o f a p r i n t i ng press leading t o t h e 

pub l i ca t ion o f books in n o r t h e r n T h a i , Siamese and 

English, all o f w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e d signi f icant ly t o 

social change in n o r t h e r n Siam. 

C h a p t e r Five focuses o n t h e c o m i n g o f t he 

European teak t rade rs and the p r o b l e m s w h i c h 

emerged b e t w e e n t h e m and the n o r t h e r n ru l ing 

class, leading t o the signing o f t he Ch iang Mai t rea ­

t ies o f 1874 and 1883 and, eventual ly, t he estab­

l ishment o f the Royal Forest D e p a r t m e n t in Chiang 

Mai in 1896. 

C h a p t e r Six discusses the e c o n o m i c l ink be­

t w e e n Bangkok and Ch iang Mai , w h i c h superseded 

the previously popular Chiang Ma i -Mou lme in t rade. 

It also deals w i t h t h e ro le o f t he Ch inese retai l 

t r a d e r s f r o m Bangkok w h o c o n t r i b u t e d t o t he 

increasing v o l u m e o f t r ade b e t w e e n Bangkok and 

Ch iang Mai .® 
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— from page 16 — 

A n g k o r at n ight is magn i f i cen t .The l ight o f t he ful l m o o n 

c o l o r e d eve ry th ing s i l ve r y -wh i t e . I t was b r i gh t enough t o read 

my w a t c h . T h e t o w e r s o f A n g k o r W a t w e r e s i l houe t t ed against 

t he night sky as t he m o o n l i g h t was re f lec ted f r o m t h e w a t e r s o f 

the baray.The gate t o A n g k o r T h o m l o o m e d suddenly be fo re us 

and t he f o u r carved faces smi led at us .Though t he smi le l ooked 

creepy, i t was no t . I t was as serene and as implacable as ever. 

T h e fo ib les o f man w e r e benea th its no t i ce . Maybe tha t was 

w h a t was f r igh ten ing ; t o be so small and y o u n g in t he face o f so 

much magni f icence and age. I t was , t o o , a r e m i n d e r t h a t th ings 

go o n , rema in , prevai l . Someday w e w i l l be o ld t o o - b u t n o t 

n o w ! 

A f r i end had a f lashl ight, w h i c h he lped us c l imb t h e steps 

t o Bayon. W e f o u n d a g r o u p o f peop le seated a r o u n d t h e base 

o f a t o w e r , d r i nk ing , s m o k i n g and ta lk ing quiet ly. A f t e r s i t t ing 

t h e r e a w h i l e , Ceci l ia and I wa l ked away. S o m e o n e had t he b r igh t 

idea t o play classical music in t h e t e m p l e , and i t was so W R O N G . 

It was so W a g n e r i a n , so W E S T E R N - it d id n o t f i t t he Bayon, d id 

n o t f i t t h e jungle; i t was way t o o artsy, and p r e t e n t i o u s . W e 

wa lked away f r o m t h e music and f o u n d a s tone t o sit o n in t h e 

midd le o f t h e t o w e r s . G i a n t faces w a t c h e d o v e r us and t h e 

m o o n l i g h t seemed t o g l o w b r i g h t e r as i t shone o n t h e s tones. 

W e sat and ta lked a b o u t t r iv ia l th ings, a b o u t w o r k , a b o u t Angkor , 

abou t peop le at t he of f ice, and jus t basked in t h e m o o n l i g h t . T h e 

shadows cast i l lusions. W e t h o u g h t t h e r e was s o m e o n e s i t t ing 

in o n e co rne r , b u t it t u r n e d o u t t o be t h e remnan ts o f a s ta tue. 

It was peaceful s i t t ing in t he m o o n l i g h t and s tar ing at t he Bayon 

t e m p l e , l o o k i n g up i n to t he sky and t r y i n g t o ident i fy conste l la ­

t ions , l i f t ing my face t o t h e m o o n and imagining t h a t t h e m o o n ­

l ight was c o o l - w a r m o n my sk in . M o r e magic. 

W e stayed f r o m a r o u n d 10 p.m. t o m idn igh t , and t hen left. 

I t was easier t o get d o w n ; o u r eyes had ad jus ted t o t h e m o o n ­

light. W e r e t u r n e d t o P h n o m Penh o n Sunday. 

For t w o nights a f ter t he visit , be fo re I fell asleep, jus t w h e n 

I c losed my eyes, I saw temp les and j u n g l e s . W h e n you c o m e t o 

visi t me , you M U S T see Siem Reap and the beauty o f Angkor . 

You need g o o d shoes, and m u s t be ready t o wa l k y o u r fee t off. 

Be p repa red t o c l imb ove r s tones and w a d e t h r o u g h wa te r . 

Br ing lots o f f i lm and y o u r sense o f w o n d e r . I plan t o go back t o 

Siem Reap. I w o u l d l ike t o spend at least a w e e k and go every ­

w h e r e I can. I t was a w o n d e r f u l vacat ion f o r m e , and I w i sh I 

cou ld share i t w i t h y o u . ® 

— from page 19 — 

W h a t shape, t h e n , shou ld t h e SEA studies 

p r o g r a m take in Thai land? T h e p r o g r a m shou ld , 

f i rs t o f all, be comprehens i ve and mul t id isc ip l inary . 

A t t h e same t i m e , area special ists shou ld also en­

sure t h a t t he i r researches address i m p o r t a n t t h e o ­

re t ica l issues and are accessib le t o d isc ip l inary 

scholars.The a u t h o r f u r t h e r suggests t ha t the s tud­

ies con tex tua l i ze SEA w i t h i n a global perspect ive 

in o r d e r t o m e e t t h e demands o f regional ism and 

global izat ion. 

To at ta in these ob jec t ives , PHUANGKASEM p r o ­

poses a co l labora t i ve f r a m e w o r k f o r bui ld ing in­

s t i t u t i ons o f SEA studies in t h e c o u n t r y . T h e f i rs t 

phase calls f o r t he c rea t i on o f cen te rs f o r Sou th ­

east Asian studies in indiv idual un ivers i t ies t o be 

managed by a c o m m i t t e e . T h e second stage ( 2 0 0 0 -

2001) requ i res t h e es tab l i shment o f a un ivers i ty 

c o n s o r t i u m f o r SEA studies c o m p o s e d o f c e n t e r 

d i r ec to r s o f all un ivers i t ies . In t h e last phase, t he 

T H A I L A N D CENTER ( o r Ins t i tu te ) FOR SEA STUDIES is 

set up w h o s e status w i l l be d e t e r m i n e d by t he 

c o n s o r t i u m o f un ivers i t ies .® 

Divina A. Diokno, senior program manager, Asian 

Institute of Journalism and Communication 

— from page 8 — 

i n t e r a c t m o r e m e a n i n g f u l l y w i t h t h e i r 

c o u n t e r p a r t s f r o m o t h e r un ivers i t ies in 

t e r m s o f academic c o o p e r a t i o n and j o i n t 

research . 

Several i n s t i t u t i o n s s u p p o r t e d t h e 

con fe rence . O u r p ro fuse thanks go t o t h e 

of f ice o f t he UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES C H A N C E L ­

LOR C L A R O L L A G U N O ; t h e S O C I A L S C I E N C E A N D 

PHILOSOPHY RESEARCH F O U N D A T I O N ; t h e JAPAN F O U N ­

DAT ION A S I A CENTER; and t h e T O Y O T A F O U N D A T I O N . 

W i t h o u t t h e i r he lp, t h e c o n f e r e n c e w o u l d have 

rema ined an idea ha tched in t h e h o t e l veranda in 

Bandung .® 
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Maria Victoria I. Diokno, lawyer 
Dr. Maria Serena I. Diokno, conference chair and 

member, SEASREP Council 
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CONFERENCES 

7TH Annual Harvard Project for Asian 
and International Relations on Asia in 

Transition: Beyond the Miracle, 1-4 June 
1998, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.Topics: eco­
nomic and regional security; changing 
roles for ASEAN: the role of law and 
legal institutions on economic develop­
ment; and re-evaluating globalization in 
the 21ST century. 

For details, contact: 
HPAIR 
P.O. Box 380032 
Cambridge, MA 02238 
U.S.A. 
Fax +01-617-384-1 158 
E-mail: hpair@hcs.harvard.edu 
http: //www.hcs.harvard.edu/~hpair 

! BRK'G.f 

International Conference on the Centen­

nial of the 1898 Treaty of Paris, 9-1 I June 
1998, U n i v e r s i t y o f t he Phi l ipp ines 
Di l iman. Theme: 1898 and the w o r l d : 
con tex ts and actors , t rans i t ions and 
transformations. 

For inquiries, contact: 
Dr. Maria Luisa Camagay 
Chair 
Depar tment of His tory 
College of Social Sciences and 
Philosophy 
University of the Philippines 
I 101 Dil iman, Quezon City 
Philippines 
Tel.+632-924-2966 
Fax +632-924-2966 

SoutheastAsian Studies Summer Insti­
tu te , 15 June - 14 August 1998, Univer­
sity of Oregon. Languages include: Bur­
mese, Filipino (Tagalog), Hmong, Indo­
nesian, Javanese, Khmer, Lao, Thai, and 
V i e t n a m e s e . A r e a - s t u d i e s s h o r t 
courses: facing Cambodia's past, David 
Chandler; Indonesian modernit ies, Ken­
neth George; U.S. and Vietnam: lessons 
and legacies, M a r k H a t f i e l d ; f r o m 
Boni fac io t o Ramos: the Phi l ipp ine 
present in historical context, Glenn May; 
Hill-Valley and Hulu-Hi l i r relations in 
Southeast Asia, James Scott; Southeast 
Asian art, Prince Subhadradis Diskul; and 
modern Malay l i terature: it's emergence, 
deve lopment , and fu tu re challenges, 
Ungku Maimunah Mohamad Tahir. 

For inquiries, contact: 
Lori O'Hol laren 
Assistant D i rec tor 
SEASSI 
Center for Asian and Pacific 
Studies 
I 10 Gerll inger Hall 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, OR 97403-1246 
U.S.A. 
Tel.+01-541-346-1521 or 
541-346-5087 
Fax +01-541-346-0802 
E-mail: seassi@oregon.uoregon.edu 
http: //darkwing.uoregon.edu/ 
-caps/seassi 

P H I M P P I N I i M l IMI.S ASSOCIATION01= AUSTRAL IA 

Conference on A Century of the Philip­

pine State: The State of Philippine Studies, 

10-11 July 1998, James Cook University, 
Queensland, Austral ia. Topics: political 
economy, cul tural analysis, urban and 
rural development, women's studies, the 
environment and disasters, labor migra­
t ion, church-state relations, and national 
identity. 

For inquiries, contact: 
Dr. Paul Mathews 
Humanities, UWS Wernngton 
P.O. Box 10 Kingswood 
Sydney, N S W 2747 
Australia 

Tel.+02-9678-7364 
Fax +02-9678-7399 
E-mail: 
p.mathews@nepean.uws.edu.au 
Web http: //stc.nepean.uws.edu.au/ 
PSAA 

International Conference on Vietnamese 

Studies and the Enhancement of interna­

tional Cooperation, 15-17 July 1998, In­
ternational Convent ion Center, Hanoi, 
Vietnam.Topics: tradit ion and modernity, 
t radi t ional cul ture and inter-cultures, 
socio-economic development; villages, 
rural areas, and farmers; family, women 
and population; urban and the ecologi­
cal environment; languages in Vietnam 
and the teaching of Vietnamese; and in­
ternational cooperat ion on Vietnamese 
studies. 

For details, contact: 
The Conference Organizing 
Commi t tee 
52B Nguyen Khuyen Street 
Hanoi,Vietnam 
Tel.+844-824-8371 
Fax +844-843-3224 
E-mail: rmitvn@netnam.org.vn 



4E 9 

First International Conference on Phil­

ippine Studies, 27-29 November 1998, 
Un ivers i t y of Reggio Calabr ia , Italy. 
Theme:The Philippines between east and 
west: the past, present and future. 

For inquiries, contact: 
Mr. Domenico Marciano 
President 
Italy-Philippine Cultural Association 
Via San Francisco da Paola 
102, 89127 Reggio Calabria 
Italy 
Tel.+39-965-594111 
Fax +39-965-89361 I 

CALL FOR PAPERS AND 
PUBLICATIONS 

The In ternat ional Ins t i tu te f o r Asian 
Studies Leiden is compiling the South and 

Southeast Asian Art and Archaeology Index 

consist ing of annota ted and indexed 
entries on publications in Asian and Eu­
ropean languages relating to prehistory, 
(proto-)histor ical archaeology, a r t his­
t o r y (including, modern ar t ) , mater ial 
c u l t u r e , epigraphy numismat i cs and 
sigillography.To scholars in these fields, 
send information about books and ar­
ticles published since 1996, preferably in 
the fo rm of a copy w i th a concise ab­
stract: 

Publications in South Asia or 
Central Asia: 
ABIA Project, PGIAR 
c/o Mrs Doris Yapa 
Editor 

4 0 7 , Bauddhaloka Mawatha 
Co lombo 7 
Sri Lanka. 
Tel.+941-694151 
Fax +941-694151 or 500731 
E-mail: postmast@postarc.ac.lk 

Publications in Southeast Asia: 
ABIA Project 
SPAFA Documentat ion Depart­
ment 
c/o Prof. Dr. Khunying 
Maenmas Chavalit, 
81/1 Sri Ayutthaya Road 
Bangkok, 10300 
Thailand 
Tel. +662-280-40229 
Fax +662-280-4030 
E-mail: exspafa@external.ait.ac.th 

Publications outside South or 
Southeast Asia: 
ABIA Project, HAS, 
c/o Dr. Ellen Raven (South Asia) o r 
Dr .Ar i jke Klokke (Southeast Asia) 
P O B 9 5 I 5 , 2300 RA Leiden 
The Netherlands 

Tel.+31-71-5272958 
Fax +31-71-5274162 (HAS) 
E-mail: 
abiaraven@RULLET.LeidenUniv.NL 
(South Asia) o r 
abiaklokke® RU LLET. Leiden Un iv.N L 
(Southeast Asia) 

The Spanish Association for Pacific Stud­
ies is preparing a special issue of Rev/sto 
Espanola del Pacifico dedicated to 1898. 

Submit articles before 15 May 
1998 to : 

Asociacion Espanola de Estudios 
del Pacifico, 
CMUNSA, 
Avda. Ramiro de Maeztu s/n 
28040 Madrid 
Fax.+341-554-0401 

For inquiries, contact: 
Carlo A. Caranci 
D i rec to r 

Rev/sta Espanola del Pacifico 

Tel.+341-705-4638 
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